





Vor. IV. ITI. 4.0 


MEMOTIR S 


O 


F 


LITERATURE 





Monpay, March i, 1714. 





I. 


AN ACCOUNT of JEROME OF 
PRAGUE’ Trial, taken from the 
Hiftory of the Council of Con- 
ftance lately publifhed by Mr. LEN- 
FANT , Chaplain to the King of 
Pruffia. 


The Trials of John Hus, and Jerome of 
Prague, are infeparable. I have inferted the 
former in the Third Volume of thefe Memoirs. 
The Readers have read it withgreat Satisfaction ; 
and I dare fay, that the latter will be no lefs ace 
ceptable to them. Such Pieces are curious, and 
never unfeafonable. The Church of Rome & a 
cruel Mother , who not contented to chide and 
cenfure her Children, when they entertain diffe 
rent Notions from her , falls upon them with the 
utmof? Barbarity, even fo far as to deprive them 
of their Lives, 


EROME OF PRAGUE was neither a 

Monk, nor a Clergyman, but only 

Batchelor and Mafter of Divinity: He 
took that Degree inthe Year1399. All the 
Authors reprefent him as a Man of great 
Abilities, and fay, that he exceeded John Hus 
in Learning and Subtilty, though he was 
younger than that Divine. He ftudied in 
the moft Celebrated Univerfities of Europe, 
fuch as thofe of Paris, Heidelberg, Cologne, 
and Oxferd. Some Writers pretend, that he 


never was in England, becaufe they cannot 
reconcile fome Dates with his Journey into 
thac Country. But one can hardly doubt of 
it, fince it was obje&ted againft him in the 
Council of Conflance, that he had tranfcribed 
Wicliffe’s Books in England, and brought 
them into Bohemia. Being returned from 
his Travels, he addi&ted himfelf to john Hu, 
who was not difpleafed to have fuch a Se. 
cond, in order to reform the Abufes of the 
Church and Univerfity. 

It is no eafy thing to know , why ‘ferome 
of Prague did not come to =: with 
John Hus. Some Authors fay, that he was 
fummoned to appear there ; but the contra. 
ry is evident from Hiftory: And yet if Fohn 
Hus deferved to be cited to the Council, 
Jerome fhould have been cited as wellas he. 
Moft of the Violences and Diforders , occa- 
fioned at Prague by the Do&trine of thofe 
Men, before the Council met, having been 
committed in John Hus’s Abfence, at leaft if 
Dubravius has rightly fet down the Times, 
Jerome of Prague muft needs have had the 
greateft fhare in them. Nay, ’tis faid that 
it was by his Order, that a publick Woman 
in 1411. being attended by fome Monks 
who had forfaken their Orders, ran along the 
Streets of Prague, having a Set of Indul- 


gences hanging about her Neck, and giving | 


her Bleffing to the People, as if the had been 
a Pope, and that Jerome burnt thofe Indul-. 
gences with his own Hands. Betides, he 
was accufed of trampling under foot fome 
Relicks, that lay upon the Altar of St. Mary's 
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4.2 
Church at Prague, inveighing at the fame 
time againft the Worthip of thofe Relicks. 
Ie is further faid, that Two Monks, a Car- 
melite, and a Diminican, having attempted to 
oppoie fuch a violent Proceeding, he took 
hold of one of them, caufed him to be im- 
prifoned, and threw the other into the Mol- 
dave, where he would have been drowned , 
if fume body had not relieved him. Were 
*thefe Faéts true, fuch a violent and furious 
Condu&, befides the Difcourfes which he 
held publickly in the Univerfiry , according 
to the Do&trine which ohn Hus preached in 
the Pulpic, deferved that he thould be fum- 
moned to appear before the Council, as well 
as che latter. And yet John Hus only was 
cited, ‘The Emperor and che Pope thought 
it doubtlefs more expedient to chufe the 
moft confiderable, that he might anfwer in 
the Name of all, and be made an Example 
to others. 

When John Hus was upon his Departure 
from Prague, Jerome exhorted him to main- 
tain courageoufly what he had advanced by 
Word of Mouth and in Writing, efpecially 
againft the Pride, Avarice, and other Vices 
of the Clergy, and promifed him to go to 
Conftance in order to fupport him, as foon as 
he fhould hear that he was under an Oppref- 
fion. Which moved Fohn Has to defire his 
Friends, in fome of thofe Letters which he 
writ to them from his Confinement, not to 
fuffir jerome of Prague to come to Conftance, 
Jeft he fhouid be ufed there as he himfelf 
was. Buc Yercme refolved to keep his Word 
at any rate; and fome Perfons at Prague took 
it ill, that he fhould not make more hafte to 
go and «flit his Friend and Countryman. 
‘ferome arcived at Confance the 4th of April, 
1415.with one of his Difciples, as Reichenthal 
fays, Phat Canon of Conftance adds, that 
they came into che Towa privately, and 
without being perceived by any body, by 
reafon of the great Multitude of People 
that werethere. But he made no long Stay 
ja that City; for being informed that John 
Hus could not obtain a Hearing, and thac 
they were contriving fomething againft him- 
felf, he retired with his Difciple to Uderlia- 
genthat vecy day, according to Reichenthal , 
or two Days after, according to others. 
Nay. ’tis faid that he ran away in fuch hatte, 
that he left his Sword in the Inn, where in 
all probability he had made himfelf known. 
For immediately they enquired what was 
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become of him ; but no body could tell, 
notwithftanding the diligent Search of Rei- 
chenthal himfelt, who relates this Faét , and 
was charged to give an Account of all the 
Strangers that came to Conftauce. Ferome bee 
ing a lictle more fafe at Uberlingem, writ from 
thence to the Emperor S:gifmuzd, and the 
Bohemian Lords, who were at the Council, 
in order to get a Safe-Condu&; but the Em- 
peror refufed it, doubtlefs becaufe he had 
no Reafon to be fatisfied with the Safe-Con- 
duct, which he had granted to John Hus. Af- 
terwards the Council being defired to give a 
Safe-Condu& to Jerome of Prague, they offer- 
ed to do it for his coming to Conflance, but 
not for returning into Bohemia. As {oon as 
Jerome received that Anfwer, he caufed a 
Paper, written in the Latin, German, and 
Bohemian Languages , to be pofted up at all 
the Churches and Monafteries of Confance, 
and at the Doors of all the Cardinals. In 
that Paper, which was infcribed to the Em- 
peror and the Pope, he declared, * That he 
“ was ready to come to Conftance in order to 

give an Account of his Faith, and to an- 
{wer, not privately, but in a full Coun. 
cil, all the Calumnies of his Accufers, 
offering to undergo all the Punifhments 
of Hereticks, if he was convicted of any 
Error. That for this Reafon , he defired 
to have a Safe-Condu& from the Emperor 
and the Council; but if notwithftandin 
that Safe-Condu&, any Violence fhould 
be offered to him, either by making him 
a Prifoner, or ovherwife, the whole World 
would bear witnefs to the {njuftice of the 
* Council”. This Advercifement having had 
no better Effe& than his Letters, he refolved 
to return into his Country, being provided 
witha Teftimonial from the Bohemian Lords, 
importing, that he had ufed his utmoft En- 
deavours to give an Account of his Faith 
and Condu& before the Council. 

The 11th of 4pril, the Deputies of the 
Nations drew up a Safe-Conduct for Jerome 
of Prague. That Safe-Condutt, which is at 
the fame time a Citation, was exprefled in 
thefe Words: “ That the Council has been 
“ informed of an Advertifenent pofted up 
“ the 7th of April, at the Defire of Jerome 
“ of Prague, upon the Doors of the Churches 
** of Confiance; wherein he offers to anfwer 
* publickly thofe who accufe him of Here- 
“ fy, and particularly of Wicliffe’s Herefy, 
“ provided he may have a ate 
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“ That the Council % defiring above all 
‘ things to prevent the Church from being 
‘© infet&ted with Herefy, fummons him to 
“appear within a Fortnight, that he may 
“ be heard in the next Seffion after his Ar- 
“ rival. That to this end they give him by 
“ thefe Prefents a Safe-Condult to fecure him 
“* from Violence, but without Prejudice to Fuftice, 
“* and as much as it lies in the Council, and the 
“* Orthodox Faith allows of it”. This Citati- 
on, or Safe-Conduét, was | paw oo pofted 
up the next Day; and, if we believe Rei- 
chenthal, it came to Jerome ef Prague. An 
important Obfervation ought to be made 
upon that Safe-Condu&. It was far from 
being fo advantageous as that which the Em- 
peror gave to John Hus. The latter was plain, 
and without any fufpicious Limitation, If 
thefe Words, without Prejudice to Fuftice, and 
as much as it lies in theCouncil,and the Orthodox 
Fsith allows of it, had been in John Hus's 
Safe-Condu@; he would not have been fo 
imprudent as to go to Conftance, and the 
Council might have more ealily juftified the 
Violation of that Safe-Condu&. Befides, 
the Great Men of Bohemia, who favoured 
john Hus, would not have accepted a Safe- 
Condué, which did not fecure him from the 
Secular Power, if the Council fhould think 
fit to declare him an Heretick. It is there- 
fore a vain Shift of the Jefuit Rof/weide, and 
others, who pretend to juftify the Council 
in that refpeét, to fay thac the Claufe, with- 
out Prejudice to Juftice and the Orthodox Faith, 
was underftood in the Safe-Condu& of the 
Emperor Sigifmund. Such a Claufe ought to 
be inferted in exprefs Words, unlefs we 
fuppofe a Defign to deceive a Man, who gets 
a Safe-Conduti: Which is too fhameful a 
Trick , to be «zcribed to fo great an Empe- 
ror. 

The 25th of April Fercme of Prague was 
apprehended, as he was returning into Bohe- 
mia, becaufe (as has been already faid) the 
Council would give him a Safe-Condu&, on- 
ly to come to Conffance, and not to return in- 
to his Country. ’Tis true, chat the 17th of 
April, when he was cited the firft time in his 





% There is in the Manufcripts of Gerrnany, 
That the Council being defirous to catch the 
Foxes, which fpoil the Lord’s Vineyard, 
or. 
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Abfence, a Safe-Condu& had been drawn 
up for him, wherein the Council promifed 
to protect him, without Prejudice to Fuft:ce and 
the Orthodox Faith. Nay, perhaps he recei- 
ved that Safe-Condu&, as Reichenthal fays; 
and not finding it fufficient for his Safety, 
he pretended to know nothing of ir, that he 
might continue his Journey. But, if it be 
true, as the fame Author affirms, that he in- 
veighed againft the Council every where up- 
on the Road, he could hardly avoid being 
apprehended. Reichenthal fays, that Ferome 
of Prague being come to a Town in the Black 
Foreft, where he was invited by the Curate 
of that Place, who treated his Brethren upon 
that Day, he railed at the Council, calling 
them the Scheol of the Devil, and the Synagogue 
of Iniquity, and boafting, that he had con- 
founded the Do&ors, for which he produced 
a Paper figned by Seventy Perfons. This 
laft Head may make one doubt of the Truth 
of Reichenthal’s Narrative; for chat Paper 
could be nothing elfe, but the Teftimonial 
of the Bohemian Lords at Conftance , import- 
ing, that he had made all poflible Diligence 
to give an Account of his Faith to the Coun- 
cil, and that he retired for no other Reafon, 
but becaufe they refufed to give him a Safe- 
Condu& in due Form. However it be, 
Reichenthal adds, that the Priefts being of- 
fended at Jerome's Difcourfe, accufed him to 
the Commander of the Town, who ordered 
them to be filene till the next Day ; that the 
next Day the Commander arrefted Ferome, 
and told him, he muft return to Confance, 
to clear himfelf of the injurious Words 
which he had fpoke againft the Council ; 
that Jerome maintained, he had faid nothin 
but what was true, and that no body could 
arreft him, fince he had a Safe-Conduét. 
Bet the Officer anfwered him, That, whee 
ther he had a Safe-ConduG, or no, he mult go 
to Conflance, and then fene him thither. 
This is another Paffage, which may make 
one fufpe&, that Re:chenthal was mifinforme. 
ed. For, fuppofing that Jerome had received 
that Safe-Condué, it could do him no good 
upon fuch an Occafion, by reafon of th's 
Claufe , Without Prejudice to Fuftice, and the 
Orthodox Faith, fince he had blafphemed 
againft an Oecumenical Council, and con- 
fequently made himfelf unworthy of any 
Safe-Condué&, according to the Do‘trine of 
that Council. Two Relations, written by 
fome Diiciples of Jerome of Prague, give us 
i 2 a more 
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a more probable Account of this pout : 
They fay, that Serome was arrefted at Hirfaw 
by fome Officers of the Duke of Saltzbach; 
that being carried from thence to Sultzbach, 
he was kept there under Cuftody ; that one 
of the Sons of the Duke of Sulszbach ac 
quainced the Council with his Detention; 
and latly , thae che fame Lord having recei- 
ved Orders from the Council to fend him to 
Conftance, he was brought thither in Irons. 
Jerome arrived at Conftance the 23d of May, 
and was immediately carried to the Ele&tor 
Palatin, who brought him, as it were, in 
Triumph, to the Refectory of the Minor Fri- 
ays, where a general Congregation met to 
examine him. As foon as he came in, they 
read to him the Letter, which the Prince of 
Sultzbach had writ to the Council, to give 
them notice, that Serome of Prague had been 
arrefted in his Territories, as an Heretick 
and a Fugitive: They read alfo his Citation, 
which had been publifhed feveral times after 
he had made his Efcape. In the next place, 
a Bifhop having asked him, Why he had ran 
away, and why he did not make his Appearance ; 
he anfwered, That he went away, becaufe 
they had refufed to give him fuch a Safe- 
Condu&, as he defired; for which he al. 
ledged the Teftimonial which the Bohemian 
Lords had given him at his Departure , and 
which the Council had in their Hands ; for 
the Prince of Sultzdach having taken that 
Teftimonial from Ferome, fent ic to the Coun- 
cil. As for the Citation, Zerome protefted , 
that if it was come to his Knowledge, he 
would quickly have gone back, though he 
had been in Bohemia. This Anfwer was at- 
tended with fo great an Uproar in the Af- 
fembly, that the Fathers could not under. 
ftand one another. The Tumult being a 
little pacified, Gerfon, who had formerly 
known ‘Jerome at Paris, told him in a ree 
proachful Manner, that he had fcandalized 
that Univerfity with many erroneous Propo- 
fitions, efpecially concerning the Univerfalia 
and Ideas. Ferome anf{wered modeftly, thac 
being admitted Mafter of Arts in the Uni- 
verfity of Paris, he had made Ule of the 
Liberty which Philofophers have to maintain 
and oppofe any Thefis ; that no Error was 
then objefted againft him; that he was ftill 
ready to repeat what he had afferted at that 
Time, if they would give him leave, and to 
retract, if they could convict him of being 
miftaken. Afterwards a Doftor of the Uni- 
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verfity of Cologne told him, that he had vent# 
ed many erroneous Opinions in that Uni- 
verfity ; but Jerome having defied him fo al- 
ledge any Inftance of it, the Do&or was ac 
a ftand, and excufed himfelf upon his Want 
of Memory. A Third Do&or of Heidelberg 
accufed him of having advanced there feve- 
ral Errors, particularly concerning the Tri- 
nity, which he had painted on a Shield, un- 
der the Figure of Water, Snow, and Ice. Fe- 
rome an{wered, That he was ftill ready to 
ufe the fame Comparifon, or to retraé& him- 
felf wich Joy and Humility, if he could be 
convicted of any Error, Whereupon, fome 
of the Fathers crying out, Barn him, burn 
him, he faid with a loud Voice, that if his 
Death was fo acceptable to them, he fubmic- 
ted to God's Will. No, Jerome, faid the 
Bifhop of Salisbury t, God does not defire the 
Death of a Sinner, but that he fhould be convert- 
ed andlive. Afcer this tumultuous Exami- 
nation, Jerome was committed to the Town- 
Officers in order to be imprifoned , and the 
Affembly broke up. It was then probably, 
that one of his Friends, ( his Name was /- 
tus,) having exhorted him out of a Win- 
dow to maintain the Truth till Death, he 
anfwered courageoufly, that he was not 
afraid of Dying ; and would do whatever 
he had promifed, when he was at Liberty. 
Some Hours after, towards the Evening, the 
Archbifhop of Riga conveyed him privately 
into a Tower of St. Paul’s Church, where 
he was faftened to a Poft with his Hands tied 
to his Neck. He remained Two Ways in 
that cruel Situation, living only upon Bread 


and Water; nor did the Pehemans know 


where he was, till a Friend of his ( Peter de 
Maldoniewitz. ) being informed of it by one 
of his Keepers, took care to procure him a 
better Diet. But this could not prevent his 
falling fick, infomuch that he found it ne- 
ceffary to defire a Confeflor; by which 
means he was not fo clofely confined. 

Jerome of Prague was examined again the 
roth of July, in hopes that the Execution of 
John Hus would make him more traftable , 
than he had been at his firft Hearing. We 
don’t know the Particulars of this Second 
Examination. We only find in a Manu- 





+ That Englifh Bifoop was perhaps a mode 
rate Man, asthe prefent Bifbop of Salisbury. 
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fcript of Leipfick, that Ferome being examined 
about feveral Articles, anfwered concerning 
the Eucharift, That in the Sgcrament of the 
Altar, the fingular Subftance of the Piece of 
Bread, which lies there, is tranfubftantiated in- 
to the Body of Chrift, and that the univerfal 
Subflance of the Bread remains. He believed, 
as well as ohn Hus, the Univerfale a parte 
ret. 

In the Month of September, the Council 
received a Letter from the Bohemian Lords, 
wherein they protefted againft John Hass 
Execution. That Execution proved in Bose- 
mia like Oilthrown into the Fire. As foon 
as it came to be known at Prague, it kindled 
the Zeal of his Followers more than ever. 
They met in Bethlehem-Chapel to decree the 
Honour of Martyrdom to John Hus and Je- 
rome of Prague; for they thoughe the latter 
had already fuffered the fame Punifhment. 
They openly called the Fathers of the Coun- 
cil, Perfecutors, and downright Executioners. 
The King himfelf, and the great Men of the 
Kingdom, poked ¥PSS that Execution as an 
Affront upon the Kingdom of Bohemia. 
But ameng thofe Lords, none appeared more 
concerned for it, than john de Trocznou, Cham- 
berlain of King Wencecflaus, and who after. 
wards became {fo famous and fo dreadful un. 
der the Name of Ziska, that is, blind of one 
Fye, becaufe he loft one of his Eyes in a 
Battel. The diforderly Lives of the Clergy 
had created in him Jong before a great Aver. 
fion for them ; but he had befides a particu- 
lar Reafon for it. For, ‘tis faid, that one of 
his Sifters, who was a Nun, had been de. 
bauched by a Prieft, or a Monk. The Exe- 
cution of John Hus, whom he looked upon 
as the Do&tor of Bosemia, exafperated his 
Mind. An Author of that Time relates, 
thac as he was walking one Day in the Court 
of the Royal Palace, having his Mind whol- 
ly taken up with chat Execution, the King 
fent for him, and asked him what made him 
fo Vhoughttul. ’Tis, faid he, the bloody 
Affront put upon the Kingdom of Bohemia 
by John Hus’s Execution. Neither you, nor 1, 
are able, replied Wencefaus, to take Vengeance 
ef that Affront: However, if you know any way 
of doing it, be of good Courage, and revenge 
your Countrymen. Ziska relolved heartily up- 
an it, and@rom that time began to form.the 
Projects, which he executed afterwards. 
That Lord had diftinguifhed himfelf feveral] 
Years before in the Service of the King of 
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Foland, and fignalized his Valour in the Vi- 
€tory , which chat Prince obtained over the 
Teutonick Order in 1412. But to return to 
the Letter of the Besemian Lords. 

Ie was dire&ted to the whole Council, and 
figned by about Sixty Bohemian and Moravian 
Lords. That Letter was read in the Coun- 
cil the 8th of September: Here follows the 
Subftance of it. In the firft place, they ac- 
cufe the Council of having condemned John 
Hus, and put him toacruel Death, as an 
Heretick, without convi&ting him of any 
Error, and upon the falfe Accufations of the 
Enemies of the Kingdom of Bohemia. Se- 
condly, they declare, That Fohn Hus, far 
from fcandalizing any body with any Faule 
or Herefy, did always live like a Faithful: 
Minifter of the Gofpel ; being a Man of an. 
unblemifhed Life and a pure Do&trine, ex- 
plaining the Holy Scripture according to the 
Opinion of the Doors approved by the 
Church, abhorring all forts of Herefies, and. 
exhorting others to abhor them, edifying 
them by an Exemplary Life, efpecially by 
his Mildnefs and Chriftian Charity. Not con 
tented fay they,to have put John Hus to Death, 
you have alfo barbaron/ly imprifoned, and perhaps 
already put to Death Jerome of Prague, 4 Mam 
incomparable for his Eloquence, without feeing, 
hearing, and confequcntly conwid ing him. 

Afterwards they proceed to the Vindicae. 
tion of the Kingdom of Bohemia, and the: 
Marquifate of Moravia, and maintain, that 
ever fince their Converfion to Chriftianity , 
both of them have remained faithful to the 
Church of Rome,whilit other States wavered, 
or kept up the Schifm; and that therefore. 
the Report made to the Council, importing, 
that feveral Herefies had been {pread in Be- 
hemia, was only a malicious Calumny in. 
vented by Enemies and treacherous Men. 
They give the lye * to any one, who {hall 
maintain fuch an Impofture, whatever Dig- 
nity, Condition, and Religion ¢ he may be 
of, excepting the Emperor whom they be. 
lieve to be ingocent in that refpe&. Laftly, 
they appeal from the Judgment of the Coun. 
cil co the next Pope,in order to have a Repa- 
ration of that Injury. That Letter , dated. 





* Mentitur in Caput fuum. 
t That is, whatever Monaftical Order he may 
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the 2d of September, was unanimoufly appro- 
ved in an Affembly of che great Men of Bohe- 
mia held at Prague the Seventh of the fame 
Month, where they agreed about the follow. 


‘ing Articles, 41. To appoint fome Deputies, 


who fhould carry that Letter to Conftance, 
and make their Apology to the Couacil. 
2. To provide all the Churches in their 
Mannors with good Paftors,. who fhould 


‘preach the Word of God without any Hin- 


drance. 3. That if a Prieft was accufed of 
any Error, he fhould be fummoned to ap- 
pear before his Bifhop, in order to be 
punifhed and expelled , if he was convicted 
of teaching any Doétrine contrary to the 
Word of God ; that if a Bifhop fhould con- 
demu and punifh a Man privately, of his 
own Motion, and out of Hatred for the 
Truth of the Gofpel, without conviging 
him of any Error ; no Prieft fhould be per- 
mitted for the time to come to be fummoned 
before fuch a Bifhop, and that the Matter 
fhould be referred to the Judgment of the 
Univerfity, where it would be examined 
according to the Holy Scripture. 4, That 
the Priefts in their Mannors fhould receive 
Excommunications from none but their 
Bifhops, and fabmit to them when they are 
lawful; but, on the contrary, that they 
fhould not obey them, when they are unjuft, 
hafty, and thundered out in Oppofition to 
the Word of God, or for fome other unlaw- 
ful Caufe. And they declare, that ic is their 
Intention to fubmit heartily to all the lawful 
Citations and Excommunications of their 
Bifhops. They conclude with their Withes, 
that God would be pleafed to give the 
Church a good Pope, that they may apply 
themielves to him for Redrefs; and they de- 
clare, that they will obey him in every thing 
agreeable to the Word of God. Which 
fhews that they did not defign to make a 
Schifin. 

This Letter, and this Refolution of rhe 
Bohemian Lords , moved the Council to per- 
fuade Ferome of Prague to retugrt, that they 
might not ufe him fo feverely as John Hus. 
He appeared the Third time on the 11th of 
September ; and at laft, after many Promifes 
and Threatnings, he figned a Paper, wherein 
he fubmitted to the Council , and approved 
the Condemnation of Wiecliffe and John Hus, 
alledging for his Excufe, that he did not be- 
lieve at firft that the Articles imputed ro 
Johm Hus had been maintained by him. But 


it ought to be obferved, that Jerome made 
feveral Reftri&tions, which could not be ap. 
proved by the Council. He fubfcribed to the 
Condemnation of the Forty Five Articles of 
Wicliffe, and the Thirty Articles of John 
Hus; but he declared at the fame time, that 
he did it without any Prejudice to the Holy 
Truths, which thofe Two Men had taught 
preached. And then explaining himfelfabout 
John Hus in particular, he repeats again, that 
he does not defign to do any thing to the Prejudice 
of that Divine, nor of his Morals, and of the 
Truths which he has heard from his Mouth. He 
acknowledges, that he was an intimate Friend 
of Fobn Hus, and ready to defend him againft 
every body, by reafon of his mild Conver- 
fation, and the Holy Truths he heard him 
explain to the People ; but now being better 
informed by the reading of his own Works, 
he will mot be # Friend to bis Errors, though 
he was a Friend to him: E/fo quod fint amics 
Plato & Socrates, fed magis amica Veritas 
mibi eft, © effe debet. Nay, he declares, that 
by condemning the Errors 9f John Hus , he 
does not pretend to make any Retra€tation, 
becaufe though he has often heard and read 
the Propofitions condemned, yet he did not 
hold them as Articles of Faith, and never 
preferred his own Judgment to the Autho- 
rity of the Church. The Fathers of the 
Council , not being fatisfied with the loofe 
and general Words of that Declaration, en- 
deavoured to perfuade Jerome of Prague to 
make a clearer and fuller Retra€tation. 

The 23d of September , all the Articles of 
Wicliffe and John Hus were read in the Coun. 
cil, in order to be publickly condemned by 
Jerome of Prague; and then the Cardinal of 
Cambray, one of the Commiffaries, read the 
At&t of Retra&tation, which was expreffed in 
thefe Words. “ I, Ferome of Prague, Mafter 
“ of Arts, knowing the true Catholick and 
“ Apoftolick Faith, do anathematize all He- 
** refies, (efpecially thae with which TI have 
** been infected to this prefent time,) which 
* have been taught by John Wicliffe and John 
Has in their Sermons and Books, and for 
which the Sacred Council has condemned 
them as Hereticks, as well as their Do- 
‘* &rines and Works, efpeciaily fome Ar- 

ticles expreffed in the Senteyce of the 
“ faid Council. I fincerely dethare, thar I 
fubmit in every thing to the Holy Roman 
“ Church and the Apoftolick See, and that 
I believe in general, and in ace 
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“ whatever the faid Church and the faid 
** Council believe , mn SHE about the 
“ Power of the Church, the Sacraments, 
“ Orders, Offices, and Ecclefiaftical Cen 
 fures, Ceremonies, and particularly what 
** belongs to the Chriftian Religion; acknow- 
‘ ledging that many of the aforefaid Articles 
“ are notorioufly heretical , and have been 
‘* Jong ago condemned by the Holy Fathers, 
* fome blafphematory , others erroneous , 
* others {candalous , and offenfive to pious 
‘“ Bars, and others rafh and feditious, and as 
‘“* fuch, condemned by the Sacred Council, 
‘* which has forbidden all the Catholicks, 
“ upon Pain of Excommunication, to hold 
“* and teach the faid Articles”. 

Afterwards Fereme of Prague, having made 
a Speech to the Council , to defire them to 
accept that Offering , read that Retra€tation 
with aloud Voice; and then he declared, 
that if he had been better informed, he 
would never have held thofe Errors ; that 
he had never maintained any thing obftinate- 
ly againft the Do&trine of the Church, but 
only by way of Difpute, for want of being 
well inftru&ed ; and laftly , that he did noc 
make that Declaration againft his Will, as 
being a Prifoner, but that he would have 
made it, if he had been at full Liberty. In 
the next place, explaining himfelf more par- 
ticularly about fome Articles, fuch as the 
Univerfale a parte rei, he faid, he did not 
maintain it obftMmately, and as being a Do- 
rine neceflary to Salvation, but by way of 
Difpute, and that he did not pretend to pre- 
fer that Syftem to all others. Being accu- 
fed of afcribing Faith co the Triumphant 
Church, he declared, that he did not meana 
Faith properly fo called, but a Knowledge 
whichis above Faith, and proceeds from the 
Beatifick Vifion. Laftly , as for what con- 
cerned Jokn Hus, he protefted, as he had 
done before, that he did not believe at firft, 
that the Articles imputed to Jobe Hus had 
been advanced by him, but that having read 
them in fome Pieces written with that Di- 
vine’s own Hand, he acknowledged that 
they had been juftly condemned, as being 
extravagant and heretical. 

Though Ferome of Prague had made a for- 
mal Retra&ation, yet he remained a Prifoner, 
having only a little more Liberty than be. 
fore. Befides, mew Accufations were 
brought in againft him, at the Sollicitation 
Of Michacl de Caufis end Stephen Paletz, by 


fome Carmelites who came from Prague, and 
urged that he fhould have a Second Trial. 
His Judges, wiz the Cardinals of Cambray, 
des Urfins, Aquileia, and Florence, reprefented 
in vain, that ic was an Injuftice, and chat he 
fhould be fer at Liberty, fince he had obeyed 
the Council: Their Equity raifed the Suipi- 
cions of Ferome’s Enemies. Nay, ’tis faid 
that one of them made bold to tell thofe 
Cardinals, that he was very much afiaid 
they had received fome Money from the 
Hereticks , or the Kingdom of Bohemia, to 
favour Ferome of Prague. Whereupon thofe 
Cardinals defired to be difcha:ged, and other 
Commiflaries were appointed, the firft 
whereof was the Patriarch of Confantinople, 
who had been one of the moft zealous Pro- 
moters of Zohn Hu’s Execution. On the 
other fide, Zohn Gerfom continued to exprefs 
the fame Zeal for the Condemnation of He- 
refy. He compofed a Treatife upon that 
Subje& with this Title: 4 Fudgment about 
Proteftations and Retraflations in Matters of 
Faith to clear one {elf from Herefy. Though 
Ferome of Prague is not named in that Dif- 
courfe, yet the only Defign of it was to 
make the Council fufpe& his Retractation. 
But that Treatite appears fo eonfufed, and 
full of fo many obfcure Diftin@ions, that 
one cannot well perceive what Ufe the 
Council could make of it. 

The 27th of April 1416. 2 general Cons 
gregation was held, at which the Ele&or 
Palatin, all the Cardinals, Prelates and Doe 
ors, the Ambaffadors of Kings and Princes, 
and a great Number of Nobility aflifted. 
Jerome of Prague was not brovght to that 
Aflembly, though ic met chiefly vpon his 
Account. As foon as his Retraétation ap- 
peared fufpicious, they had appointed new 
Commiffaries to examine him about the Are 
ticles, which had been already produced 
againft him, and aboutthofe which had been 
lately brought from Botemia, It was Fobn 
de Recha, Dotior of Divinity of the Order 
of the Minor Friars, who read the Articles 
about which Zercme had been heard, and the 


Antwers which he had made to his Commif.. 


faries. The Ancient Author of his Life 
fays, that he refufed to acknowledge chofe 
new Commiflaries, and demanded tu have a 
publick Hearing. Bue becaufe it appears 
that he anfwered in sheir Prefence, he muft 
have refolved upon it, without Prejudice to 
a publick Hearing, ‘The firft Head of Ace 
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cufation concerned Wicliffe. Jerome was ac- 
cufed of having reprefented him, not only 
as a very Catholick Doétor, but alfo as a 
Saint and a Martyr; of having maintained 
the Errors of that Englifh Divine upon feve- 
ral Occafions, and in feveral Places, both in 
Bohemia, and out of Bohemia, asin Poland,in 
Hungary, from whence they pretended chat 
he had been expelled upon that Account, 
and chen at Vienna, from whence, as his 
Enemies affirmed, he had made his Efcape, 
though he had promifed not to leave that 
Ciry, till he had given an Account of his 
Faith; of having invited at Prague many 
Perfons of great Note and Learning, fuch as 
the Envoys of the Dukes of Burgundy and 
Brabant, to a Difpute wherein he maintained 
the Errors of Wicliffe; of having perfifted in 
the fame Errors, though they had been con- 
demned by the Archbifhep of Prague, and 
John XXIII. in the Council of Rome held in 
1442. Jerome anfwered, that he had never 
maintained, at leaft willingly, the Errors of 
Wicliffe, nor thofe of any body elfe ; that in- 
deed being in England, he had tranfcribed as 
many Books of that Divine as he could ger, 
and brought them into Bohemia; that he had 
trequently faid, that chere were many good 
things in Wich f2’s Books ; but he had never 
afferred, that every thing contained in them 
was true, becaufe he had not read them all, 
and that Wiclife was to be commended for 
the good things he had faid, and blamed for 
thofe things that are wrong ; that it was not 
true, that he had been expeiled from Hunga- 
ry, but on che contrary, upon the falfe Ac- 
cufations of the Archbifhop of Prague, ha- 
ving been delivered into the Hands of the 
Archbifhop of Strigonia by Order of the 
King of Bohemia, that Prelate ufed him with 
great Humanity ; and then the King of Bo- 
hemia {ent a Baron into Hungary, that he 
might have a full Liberty to go any where, 
without requiring from him any Bail or 
Promife. He alfo denied that he had ran 
away from Poland, that he had been ac- 
cufed of Herefy in that Kingdom, and that 
he had taught there, or any where elie, 
the Do&trine of Wicliffe. As for Vienna, he 
faid that having been unjuftly arrefted in 
that City by fome Men who had no Power 
over him, he made his Efcape as foon as ever 
he could, which he might lawfully <0, 
That if he had invited any body to his Di- 
fputations, it was only to do them and him- 


felf Honour by it, and not with a Defign to 
teach them any Error. That he never knew 
any thing of that Council of Rome, wherein 
Wicliffe had been condemned; and that be 
was at Ferufalem when the Books of Wiciliffe 
were condemned at Prague; laftly, that he 
did not believe that the Articles imputed to 
Wicliffe had. been afferted by that Englifh 
Do&or , becaufe many of them were extra- 
vagant. ' 

The Second Accufation was, that he had 
trampled upon the Authority of the Church, 
becaufe though he had been excommunicated 
in Auftria, and in feveral other Countries, as 
well as in Bohemia , yet he had been fo bold 
as to receive the Communion at Prague from 
the Hands of the Curate of St. Michael’s Pa- 
rifh. Ferome anfwered, that he knew nothing 
of his Excommunication in foreign Coun- 
tries; and that knowing he had been excom- 
municated in Bohemia, tar from contemning 
Ecclefiaftical Authority, he humbly begged 
Abfolution; and that it was true, he fad 
received the Communion from the Hands of 
a Prieft, who gave it him, till he could re- 
ceive it from his Archbifhop. 

In the third place, he was accufed of 
publifhing defamatory Libels againft the 
Pope, againft fome Princes, fuch as the 
Dukes of Auffria and Bavaria, and particu. 
larly againft his Archbifhop. There is no 
Anfwer extant about the Pope; but Ferome 
denied the Accufation as te the Secular Prin- 
ces. As for what concerned the Arche 
bifhop, he acknowledged that he had made 
Complaints againft him, becaufe that Prelate 
oe accufed him in Hungary without hearing 

im. 

The fourth Accufation ran upon fome 
Violences and Sacrileges imputed to him. 
He was accufed of throwing down in the 
Year 1412. and trampling under Foot fome 
Relicks in a Church of the Carmelites ; of 
abufing and beating fome Monks who kepr 
them , and asked Alms for the building of 
the Church; of entering fome Days after 
into the fame Monaftery in a forcible Man- 
ner, and wounding fome Monks, and one 
among others, who was preaching againft 
“Wicliffe; of giving a Dominican a Box on the 
Ear, and taking @ Knife out of his Pocker, 
with which he would have wounded, and 
perhaps killed that Monk, if he had not 
been prevented ; and laftly, of forcing a 
young Monk to forfake his Order, and to 
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put on a Layman’s Habit; which brought 
that Monk into Defpair, and prompted him 
to drown himfelf, As for the Protanation 
of Relicks, Jerome utterly denied it. As for 
the Violences committed againft fome Monks 
in a Monaftery, he anfwered, that finding 
thofe Monks contending with Two Citizens, 
whofe Servant they had imprifoned, he un- 
dertock to reconcile them ; and that feme 
Men having attacked him with Swords in 
their Hands, he took hold of the Sword of 
one of them, and defended himfelf as well 
as he could. As for the Box on the kar 
which he had given to a Dominican, he con- 
feffed, that the Dominican having given him 
hard Words, becaufe he had cenfured him 
for abufing fome Gentlemen, he gave hima 
{winging Box onthe Ear. There is no An- 
{wer extant about the Knife in the Report of 
the Commiffaries. But at his Hearing the 
23d of May, he acknowledged, that the 
Monk having fuborned fome Men to fall up- 
on him, he borrowed a Knife from a Coun- 
tryman to defend himfelf, that he beat the 
Monk foundly, and that upon this Occafion 
he only endeavoured to fave his Life, the 
Quarrel being not cccafioned by any Point 
of Religion. Laftly, as for the Monk who 
had forfaken his Order, he anfwered, that 
he had done it willingly, and that he was 
unfortunately drowned, as he was fwim- 
ming. 

Fifthly, He was accufed of countenancing 
and favouring for feveral Years one Peter de 
Valentia, who had been excommunicated by 


_ Archbifhop Séinko for refufing to deliver to 


him the Works of Wicliffe. Jerome owned , 
that he had done that Man as much good as 
he could, not becaufe he was excommunica- 
ted, but becaufe he took him to be a worthy 
Man. 

Sixthly, It was obje&ted againft him, that 
being in Rufia and Lithuania, he had endeae 
voured to pervert the Catholicks newly con- 
verted to Chriftianity. In Anfwer to this 
Accufation, Jerome faid that thofe People 
had been baptized according to the Greek 
Ulage ; and that Alexander Withold, and the 
Bifhops of that Country, having asked him 
whether they fheuld be rebaptized, he an. 
fwered that there was no need of it, and 
that it was fufhcient to inftru& them in the 
Faith of the Catholick Church. 

Seventhly, He was accuied of having fa- 
voured Jokn Hus, and being ftill one ot his 
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zealous Followers, and of having prevented 
by his Hypecrify and feditious Dilcourses, 
the Execution of the King’s Declaration 
againtt rch ffe and the Wicl fijis. Jerome de- 
mied this Jatt Accvfution. As for Zebn Mus, 
he anfwered that he had followed him as a 
good Man, who worthily difcharged the 
Duties of his Miniftry , without triiling 
away his Time in difcow fing with Women, 
as others did , and that ke had been accufed 
of feveral things, whereof he was innocent. 

Eighthly, Fcrome was accufed of refuting 
to appear at Rome, whether he had been ci- 
ted; of vifiting Profane, that is, Pxcom- 
municated Chapels and Parifhes, fuch as 
Sct. Michael's Parifh, and Bet! lchem-Chapel ; 
of appearing frequently in the Streets with 
feveral Hundreds of Armed Men, to raile a 
Commotion againft the Clergy and thofe 


Lavmen, who oppofed the Errors of Wich fe. 


He denied all chofe Fa&s, and maintained 
that he had never been feen on Horfeback, 
but in the King’s Retinue. 

Ninthly , He was accufed of counterfeit- 
ing the Seal of the Univerfity of O> ford, and 
fuppofing fome Letters of that Univerfiry in 
Favour of Wicliffe, and reading them pub- 
lickly in the Pulpit. He anfwered, that he 
knew not whether thofeLetters were genuine 
or om nage ; and that being putincto his 
Hands by a Student, he had read them. 

Tenthly, That he had moved the Nobili- 
ty to defpife Tonfure, Relicks, Indulgen- 
ces, and torob the Clergy. He denied all 
thofe things. 

The Eleventh Accufation was, that he had 
publickly and obftinately maintained the fol- 
lowing Affertions at Paris, Cologne, and Hei- 
adelberg: That there are not only Three Divine 
Perfons in the Divine Effence, but Four and 
Five things, one of which is not the other, 
and each of which 1s God, thouzh one of thofe 
things is more perf. than the otier. That as 
there are Three Things in the Human Soul, vit. 
Memory, Underftanding, and Will, the Luman 
Soul is @ perfeci Image of the Trin.ty ex.cpting 
that itis created and finite. That God by bis 
abfolute Power might Lave forborn to beoct rhe 
Son. That God can annihilate nothing That 
every thing happens by a conditional Nece jy. 
That by Confecration, the Subftance of the Bread 
ss mot changed into the Body cf Chrif?. That 


J > 


Wicliffe was not an Heretick, but @ Holy Man. 

Jerome anfwered, that all chofe Propctitions 

might bear a good Senfe, and did pretty weil 
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agree with his Opinions, though they were 
not bisown Words. Such are the Articles 
that were read in that Congregation with 
the Antwers of ferome of Prague. 


[he Proétor of the Council added to © 


them of his own Motion feveral other Ar- 
ticles, about which he required that Jerome 
fhould be interrogated, and which he fup- 
pofed to be notorious. Many of thofe Ar- 
ticles concerned Wieliff: and Jokn Hus, and 
had fo great an Affinity with thofe about 
which Jerome had been already examined, 
that there is no need of inferting them here. 
The Commiflaries of John Hus and Jerome of 
Prague ated much in the fame manner asthe 
vulgar Controverfifts, who make it their 
Bufinefs to multiply Herefies,by dividing in- 
to feveral Articles what fhould te looked up- 
on, according to the Rules of Equity, as one 
and the fame Article. He was therefore ac- 
cufed of having taught, for the Space of 
Fourteen Years, the Doétrine of Wich ffe, both 
in publick, and in private; of being the 
Matter of John Hus, and of one John Chrifti- 
an and Facobel; of putting into his room a 
Picture of Wicliffe, wherein he was repre- 
fented with a Crown or Diadem, 4s ’tis 
ufual to reprefent the Saints ; of exercifing 
feveral Violences upon the Perfons and 
Ettates of thofe , who obeyed the Pope and 
the Archbifhop, who had condemned Wicliffe’s 
DPo&rine; and of promifing the Happinefs 
of Heaven, and the Crown of Martyrdom 
to thofe, who fhould courageoufly fight for 
that Doétrine. He was particularly accufed 
of caufing an Ant;-Wicl fi Cutler to be im- 
prifoned, and to be fo ill ufed, that he died 
fome Days after, and of thowing a Monk 
into the River Mo/dave for the fame Reafon. 
Several Articles concerned the Eucharift, 
wherein Jerome was accufed of denying 
Tranfubfantiation and the real Prefence; of 
believing the whole Do@trine of Wicliffe upon 
thofe ‘Iwo Heads; of writing in the Bohe- 
mian Language fome Verfes and Songs con- 
taininy, the Words of the Canon of the Mafs, 
and putting them into the Haads of Lay- 
people of both Sexes, declaring to them, 
that by uttering thofe Verfes, they mighr, 
as well as the Prieits, give the Communion, 
adminitter all the Sacraments, and preach 
the Word of God, as he himfelf had done 
feveral times, though he was a Lay-man. 
Upon Ecclefiaftical Power, they advanced 
againit him fome Fats no lefs weighty than 


the foregoing ; for he was accufed of teach 
ing, that the Excommunication of a Pope, 
a Bifhop, or fome other Minifter of the 
Church, was not to be feared, unlefs a Man 
was fure of being excommunicated by Ged 
himfelf ; and chat by virtue of this Do&trine 
of Jerome ef Prague, many excommunicated 
Priefts had been forced by fome Lay-men to 
perform Divine Service. and to adminifter 
the Sacraments in fome Places interdifted 
by the Archbifhop of Prague. He was fur- 
ther accufed of faying, that the Pope and 
the Bifhops have no Power to grant Indul- 
gences; and even of entring one Day with 
open Force into a Church, where fome In- 
dulgences were to be publifhed, and turning 
out thofe that gathered Money upon that 
Account, with chefe Words: Get ye gone, 
Liars , with your Lies; for your Pope is a Liar, 
an Heretich, and an Ufurper, who has no Power 
to give any Indulgences. We have already 
mentioned another thing alledged againfthim 
in this Congregation, viz. that in the Year 
1411. he caufed fome loofe Women to go 
upon a Cart in the Streets of Prague, with 
the Pope’s Indulgences hanging about their 
Necks, and that the Wicliffts, who furround- 
ed the Cart, cried out, that they were go- 
ing to burn the Bulls of an Heretick, 2nd 
a Ruffian: which had been executed. [fe 
was further accufed of faying, that it was 
an Heretical Praétice to have Crucifixes, and 
Images of Saints inthe Churches ; of trams 
pling under foot, and covering with Nafti- 
nefs, a Crucifix that was in acertain Church; 
of faying that Relicks were not to be reve. 
renced, and that the Veil of the Virgin 
Mary did no more deferve to be refpested, 
than the Skin of the Afs on which Chri 
rode, though he himfelf had moved the Peo. 
ple to honour the Relicks of Three Men, 
who had been beheaded for Wiel fifm ; 
which occafioned a great Uproar all over the 
Town. The Pro&tor of the Council revi- 
ved again the Accufation of having con- 
firmed the Greeks of Refia in their Errors, 
and in their Schifn ; but Jerome had already 
denied the Fa&. It was 2lfo pretended, that 
he had been obliged to run away privately 
from the Univerfities of Paris, Heidelberg, 
Cracow, and Vienna, for maintaining Wiclif:’s 
Errors; and even that Gerfon forced him to 
retraét them. Laftly, the Pro&or of the 
Council gave a pretty long Account of Je 
romes Condu& ever fiance his Arrival at Con. 
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fiance; of his running away, of his Return, 
of his pretended Retraftation, and of his 
relapling into his Errors, confidering each 
Circumitance as a Head of Accufation. To 
which he added another Article relating to 
‘terome’s Morals; for he faid, that Jerome in 
his Confinement filled his Belly with Meat 
and Drink, and fpent his Time in Drunken- 
nefs. From whence he concluded, that fe- 
rome fhould be forced to faft, and to anfwer 
every Article pofitively, and even that he 
fhould be put to the Torture, fince he was 
not a Clergyman, and defivered to the Secu- 
lar Power as an obftinate Heretick, if he 
fhould perfift in his Errors. 

Ferome of Prague having always defired a 
Publick Hearing, and refufed to take the 
Oath before the Jaft Commiffaries ; a Gene- 
ral Congregation met the 23d of May to 
grant him his Defire. Hie refufed again to 
take the Oath in that Aflembly, unleis chey 
‘would promife him that he fhould have a 
full Liberty to fpeak. But the Council not 
judging it expedient to allow his Requeft, 
they read to him the Articles which he had 
not yet anfwered. As for what concerned 
Wiclifiz, he faid, as he had already done, 
that he had read the Books of that Doftor, 
as ‘tis ufual to read the Works of a good 
Philofopher; but with Prudence and Cauti- 
on, taking what was good, and laying afide 
what was amifs; that he had hung up the 
Picture of that Englifh Divine in his Cham- 
ber, as being the Picture of a great Man, 
and not of a Saint; and that there was no 
Crown over his Head. He denied all the 
Accufations of Violences committed by 
him, excepting thofe which he was forced 
to ufe in his own Defence. He alfo denied, 
that he had faid any thing againft the Real 
Prefence, Tranfubftantiation, and the Sacri- 
fice of the Mafs, and that he had made the 
Verfes and Songs afcribed to him. Upon 
Excommunication, he maintained that he 
had only faid, that a Pope, or a Prieft guilty 
of Ufury, or Fornication, does notwith- 
ftanding lawfully adminifter the Sacraments, 
but to his Damnation, as being unworthy 
of it; and that an unjuft Excom.nunication 
is not valid. Upon Indulgences,he declared 
that the Pope and the Cardinals might law. 
fully grant them, but not fell them, as they 
did. He abfolutely denied, that he had ap- 
pointed fome publick Women to carry the 
Pope’s Bulls along the Streets, and co burn 
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them. He confeffed, that he had maintain- 
ed in a Difcourfe, which he made one Day 
before the King of B.hemia, that a Lay-man 
may preach the Word of God. Upon all 
the other Articles, which had an Affinity 
with thofe, that had been already communt- 
cated to him, he anfwered as he had done 
before his Commiffaries, and as we have 
feen above. And then the further Examina- 
tion of Jerome was put off til! another time. 

A General Congregation met again the 
26th of May. Jerome being prefenr, the Pa- 
triarch of Corfiantinople asked him, Whether 
he would take the Oath before he fliould 
anfwer the remaining Articles. He refufed 
to fwear, as he had done before, becaufe 
they would not give him full leave to {peak ; 
and then they read the reft of the Articles. 
Upon the Veneration of Relicks, which he 
was faid to condemn, he anfwered, that it 
was a falfe Imputation. He denied, that he 
had cried up Three Men beheaded for Wiclif- 
fifm. Laftly, after he had anfwered all the 
Facts charged upon him, owning fome, and 
denying, and clearing others; the Patriarch 
of Conftantinople told him, that though he 
was fufficiently convicted of Herefy by un- 
deniable Proofs, and unexceptionable Wit. 
neffes, yet they gave him leave to {peak, ei. 
ther to make his Apology, ora Retractations 


and that if he perfifted in his Errors, he 


muft expect to be judged according to the 
Laws. 

Fercme took hold of that Opportunity: 
After he had faid his Prayer, he defired the 
Affembly to pray for him, that it might 
pleafe God and the Virgin to enlighten his 
Mind in fuch a manner, as to fay nothing 
that might endanger the Salvation of his 
Soul. Afterwards he faid, that ic was no 
extraordinary thing to fee innocent Men 
opprefied by falfe Witnefles ; and he inftan- 
ced upon fome good Men of the Old and 
New Teftamenr, and fome Chriftian and 
Heathen Philofophers, fuch as E/,jah, Daniel, 
the other Prophets, Sufauna, Sc. Stephen, 
Sc Ferom, Boethius, Socrates, Plato, Cato, Se- 
meca, &c. And thet therefore he would not 
be furprifed , if he had the fame Fate ; but 
he hoped to fee again his Accufers, and to 
call them to Judzmeat before the Supreme 
Judge ofthe World. He accufed the Coun- 
cil of being very unjuft to him by appoint. 
ing new Commiffaries, becaufe the former 
had acknowledged thae he was innocent ; 
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and he declared, that he had never accepted 
thoie Commijiaries, and that he rejected 
then fiiil, looking upon them as Judges fit. 
ting in the Seat of Peftilence. Afterwards 
proceeding to the Pretences of his Enemies 
to perfecute him, he gave a pretty large Ac- 
count of the Quarrel between the Babemians 
and the Germans in the Univerfity of Prague, 
and affirmed, that he drew the Hatred of the 
Jaccer upon himfelf for no other Reafon, but 
becaule he maintained the Rights of his 
Counrry together with Foon Hus, whom he 
reprefented as a Holy Man. He did not de- 
ny, that he and John Hus had been the inno- 
cent Caufe of feveral Maflacres upon that 
Occafion; but he accufed the Bohemian Cler- 
gy of Treachery , for rifing up againft him 
at the very fame time that he defigned to 
reftore them to their Privileges. After- 
wards he related how he came to Conflance to 
fupport ohn Hus, becaufe he had advifed 
him to go thither, and promifed him to 
come to his Affiftance, in cafe he fhould be 
opprefled. “‘ When I came to Conflance, 
** faid he, finding Johm Hws confined to a 
** dreadful Prifon, I hearkened to the Coun- 
“* fel of feveral confiderable Perfons, who 
advifed me to keep ata Diftance, and I 
went fome Leagues from Conflance; and 
then IT complained to the Emperor of the 
Injuftice done to John Hus, and defired the 


they refufed to give it in fuch a Form as 
I would have it for my Safety. As I was 
returning into Bohemia, I was arrefted up- 
on the Road, and carried to Conffance 


** bound Hand and Foor. Iam not afhamed 


to confefs publickly my Weaknefs. Yes 
I own it, and J do it with Horror: The 
oalyFear of being burnt made me fubfcribe 
bafely, and againft my Confcience, tothe 
Condemnation of Wicliffe’s and John Hws’s 
“ Dotrine”. After he had fpoke thefe 
Words with great S-eddinefs, he declared 
that he difowned his Retractation, as being 
the greateft Crime he could have committed, 
and the: he was refolved to adhere conflantly 
ro the Do&trine of Wicliffe and John Hus, as 
being a Dodtrine as found and as pure, as 
their Lives had been holy and unblemifhed. 
Eiowever, he excepted Wiclife’s Do&trine 
about the Eucharift, which he difapproved, 
believing what Sc. Gregory, St. Ambrofe, 
St. 4ufim, and St. Ferom teach upon that 
¥isad. Jerome conciuded his Difcourfe with 


Council to give me a Safe-Condu@; but 
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an Inveétive againft the Oftentation, Ava= 
rice, Lewdnefs, and other Vices of the 
Pope, the Cardinals, and all the Clergy ; 
and then he was recommitted till the nexe 
Seffion. 

That Seffion was held upon a Saturday the 
3oth of May 1416. The Emperor was ftill 
abfent, as well as the Eleétor Palatin, Pro- 
teCtor of the Council, who was gone for 
fome time into his Dominions. Ferome of 
Prague being brought to the Council by the 
Archbifhop of Riga, to receive Sentence of 
Death ; the Bifhop of Lodi began that 4& of 
Faith with a Sermon upon thefe Words, 
Mark XVI.14 He upbraided them with Unbe- 
lief, and Hardnefs of Heart. At firft the Bifhop 
{poke to ‘Jerome with fome Mildnefs, and 
feemed to intimate to him, that he might 
hope ftill for fome Favour from the Council, 
if he wou!d repent. Afterwards diftinguifh- 
ing an Error, which is only in the Under- 
ftanding, from that which goes from the 
Underftanding to the Will, and which a 
Man maintains ebftinately, he faid that the 
latter Cafe makes an Heretick , and declared 
to Jerome, that he was precifely in that Cafe. 
However, it feems that he had a mind to 
comfort him, by telling him that the greateft 
Wits are moft fubje& to fall into Error: Qu: 
acutiori vigent ingenio, pra aliis défipiunt. But 
{peaking by degrees in a higher Strain, that 
Prelate told Ferome, that he did not defign to 
fpare him, becaufe he would fain reclaim 
him ; and that he was going to ftrike him 
upon one Cheek, in hopes that according to 
the Precept of the Gofpel, he would offer 
the other Cheek, exhorting him not to fhew 
himfelf incorrigible, as he had done till then, 
Here he fpoke fome Weords more proper to 
be inferted in the Margin %, than in the 
Text. After thofe Words, the Prelate, di- 
reCting his Speech to the whole Affemb!y, 
made a long and pathetical Defcription of 
the Troubles and Diforders occafioned in 
the Kingdom of Bohemia by the Errors of 
John Hus and Jerome of Prague; and then 
turning towards Jerome himfelf: 1 muff now 
(faid he) fhew you Low mildly you have teen ufcd 
by the Council. You know how Hereticks are 
dealt with. They are firft of all confined to @ 





% Primo projicio ftercus, non alienum, 
fuper faciem tuam, fed tuum proprium. 
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clofe Prifom. All forts of Accufations , and all 
forts of Witneffes t, even the moft infamous, fuch 
as Ufurers, Ribalds, and pudlick “omen, are 
admitted againfi them They are forced to tel/ 
the Truth upon Oath: If they refufe to tell it, 
they are put tothe Torture, and muff endure ail 
Sorts of Torments. Noone a'lowed to fee shem, 
unlefs it be upon @ very urgent Neceffity. They 
ought not to have a publick Hearing : If they re- 
pent, they may be forgiven; but if they continue 
chfinate, they are delivered to the Secular Pow- 
er. Afterwards the Bifhop reprefented to 
Jerome, ‘‘ that he had not been ufed with fo 
‘* much Rigor, though he was more defamed 
than any Heretick, than Arius, Sabellius, 
‘* Fanfius, and Nzflorius, and though he had 
fpread his Errors, not only in Bohemia, 
but alfo in Exgland, France, Hungary, Po- 
land, Lithuania, Rufia, Italy, and all Ger- 
many. Thatif he had been imprifoned, 
it was only out of Neceflity; and chat if 
he had not ran away, he might have en- 
“ joyed all fort of good Ufage and Liberty 
““ “at Conflance. That none but Men of a 
known Probity had been admitted to de- 
‘¢ pofe againft him, and that he himfelf had 
not excepted againft them. That he had 
not been put to the Torture, which did 
him no fmall Prejudice, becaufe fuch a 
Torment might have opened his Eyes. 
That every body was allowed to vifit him 
in his Confinement, either to comfort 
him, or to perfuade him to retra&t. That 
“* he had had feveral Hearings ; but ic had 
been better to have none, becaufe they 
only made him more audacious, and be- 
caufe he had undone himfelf by demand- 
ing feveral Audiences”. Whereupon the 
Bifhop mentioned the Inconveniences which 
arofe from thence. Many charitable Perfons, 
faid he, incrder to fave your Life, endeavoured 
to make the Council believe, that you was a Vifi- 
onary and a Frentick ; but the Eloquence || and 
Accuracy which you have adifcovered at this 
Hearing, fhew the Vanity of fuch an Excufe ; 
and ‘tis but too true from your D.fcourf2, that 
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t Teftes quofcunque contra eos admitti, 
etiamfi fint infames, ribaldi aut publice me. 
retrices. 

|| Sed quefo, quis te infanum diceret aut 
delirum, nifi effec delirus, hominem fic or- 
nate orantem, & accuraté dicentem 
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you are in your right Senfes. Befides, by your 
own Confejion, you have accufed your felf, as a 
feditious Man, an Homicide, and a Favourer ef 
Herefy, by publickly fupporting John Hus, as 
you have dune. Laftly, the Bifhop concluded, 
thac Jerome uf Prague fhould be condemned. 
Whereupon Ferome got up upon a Bench, 
and confuted the Sermon from the Begin- 
ning to the End with great Srrength and 
Boldnefs. He declared , chat he had never 
done any thing during the whole Courfe of 
his Life, that made him fo uneafy as his Re- 
tractation ; that he revoked ic with all his 
Heart, as well as the Letter which they 
made him write into Bohemia upon that Sub- 
jet; that he lyed like a wretched Man , by 
making fuch a Retra&tation, and that he 
looked upon John Hus as a Holy Man. Buc 
he protefted at the fame time, that he had 
always religioufly adhered to the Do@rine 
of the Holy Catholick Church ; that he did 
not find himfelf guilty of any Crime, unlefs 
his cenfuring the Clergy for their diforderly 
Lives fhould be called by chat Name. That 
if after fuch a Declaration, they continued 
to give Credit to the fulfe Witnefles, who 
had depofed againft him, he mult needs look 
upon the Fathers of the Council as unjuft 
Judges, not to be credited. Poggius Florenti« 
nus fays, that every body was extremely mo- 
ved with that Difcourfe, and would fain. 
have faved his Life: Hence it is without 
doubt , that they propofed to him again to 
make a Retrafation. But he appeared as in- 
flexible upon this Occafion, as he had fhew- 
ed himelf weak before. One of the An- 
cient Writers of his Life relates, that Jerome 
being threatned with Death, unlefs he quick- 
ly gave fome Signs of Repentance, anfwe- 
redin a Prophetical Manner: You are refolved 
to condemn me, without conmvitling me of any 
Faul: ; but after my Death, I fhall leave in 
your Confciences a Sting, and a never dying 
Worm. I appeal to the Supreme Fudze, before 
whom you fhall anfoer me A SlUNDRED YEARS 
Hence: But the Fathers laughed at that 
Prophecy. ‘Lhofe Words are to be found 
upon fome fufpicious Medals. Becaufe 
John Hus did not retract, and becaufe he was 
a Prieft and a Preacher, and had a greater 
Authority than Ferome of Prague, though ins 
ferior to him in other refpects, thofe who 
caufed that Medal to be ftampt, thought it 
would be more remarkable aod moving to 


afcribe fuch a Prophecy to the Mafter, than: 
to- 
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to the Difciple Nay, one may very well 
doubt, whether th: precife time of 2 Hun- 
dred Y:ars was mentioned by Jerome of Prague ; 
and ’tis more likely, that thofe Words have 
been added after the Event, out of Creduli- 
ty about uncertain Traditions. Such a re- 
markable Circumftance would not have 
been forgotten in the publick Acts, and by 
the Contemporary Hiftorians. But above 
all, the Silence of Poggins Florentinus feems 
to be a kind of Demonftration, becaufe he 
has omitted nothing that might give a great 
idea of Jerome of Prague. He makes Ferome 
fay, that his Witnefles would appear one 
Day before God’s Tribunal; but does not 
mention the Term of a Hundred Years. 
tlowever it be, the Council feeing the 
Kirmnefs and Conftancy of Ferome of Prague, 
the Patriarch of Conftantinople, at the Progtor's 
Requeft, read the Sentence grounded chiefly 
upon thefe Reafons, that ‘* Ferome of Prague 
‘* had entertained and taught obftinately the 
Herefies of Wicliffe and John Hus, and that 
after having retra&ted them in publick, 
and upon Oath, he had returned to his 
Vomit; fo that he was both an Heretick, 
and a perjurious Man’. The Sentence 
imports, that meverthele/s he has protefted to 
believe the Doftrine of the Catholick Church, 
about the Sacrament of the Altar and Tranfub- 
fiantiation. Wherein the Council proved 
more juft to Jerome of Prague than to John 
Hus, who did as pofitively affirm feveral 
times, that he believed Tranfubftantiation 
and the Real Prefence. That Sentence be- 
ing unanimoufly approved by the Council, 
Ferome was delivered to the Secular Power, 
and the Prelates charged the Judges, and the 
Executors of Juftice, not to infult him, and 
to treat him with Humanity Some Au- 
thors fay, that Gafpar Schick, the Emperor's 
Chancellor, protefted in a full Council 
again{ft the Condemnation and Execution of 
Sevome of Prague in the Name of that Prince, 
and that not being able to prevail upon that 
Affembly, he went away with Indignation. 
Theob:lius relates, that Jerome had a Crown 
given him as well as 7h Hus, and thet he 
himielf pur it upon his Head. Frome fee 


4c 
«t 
s 
ce 
«ee 


out rehearfing the Apoftles Creed with a 
loud Voice, and fung in his Way fome Lita- 
nies, and an Hymn co the Virgin Being 
come to the ‘lace of Fxecution, the fame 


whereia Join Hus bad been executed, he faid 
along Prayer, which the Executioners inter- 
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rupted, to ftrip him of his Cloaths, and to 
tie him to a Poft. When he faw the Wood 
about him , he bleffed that happy Day ; and 
having fung a Second time che Apoftles 
Creed, This Creed, faid he to the Peop!e in 
the German Language, has always been my Be- 
dief: I die in that Belicf, and I fuffer this cruel 
Death for mo other Reafon, but becaufe I have 
refufed to fubfcribe to the Condemnation of John 
Hus, being fure that he was a Faithful Preacher 
of the Gofpel. Afterwards the Wood-pile 
was fet on fire; all his Cloaths and the 
Goods, which he had made ufe of in his 
Confinement, were thrown intoit. Having 
fuffered a confiderable time, by reafon of 
his ftrong Conftitution, he was ftifled b 
the Flames, commending his Soul to God. 
His Afhes were carefully gathered, and 
thrown into the Rhine, like thofe of Fohn 
Hye. 

All the Authors of that Time obferve, 
that Jerome of Prague fuffered the Punifhment 
of Death with a Chriftian and Heroick Con- 
ftancy. But none have done it more largely, 
and with greater Strength and Elegance, than 
Poggius Florentinus in that Famous Letter, 
which he writ upon that Subjec& to Leonard 
4retin, and not to Nicolas Nicolai, as Eneas 
Syluius believed. The Teftimony of fuch 
a Celebrated Writer muft needs be of great 
Weight. He himfelf was prefene at that 
A& ; and we fhall fee by and by, that no 
body can fufpe& him. Aneas Sylvius come 
mends that Letter in his Hiftory of Bohemia; 
and the only thing he blames in it, is, that 
Poggius does too much inveigh againft the 
Corruption of the Clergy. It will be fuffi- 
cient to infert here the moft confiderable 
Paflages of that Piece, becaufe it is not 
{carce, having been printed feveral times. 
Poggius Florentinus acknowledges in the firft 
place, that he never faw any Man, who 
came nearer the Eloquence of the Ancient 
Orators, than Ferome of Prague. He extols 
his Learning, the Solidiry of his Argumerts, 
his Noble Boldnefs, his Prefence of Mund, 
and laitly, the Gracefulnefs and Strength of 
his Expreffions, ’Tw pity, fays he, that a 
Man of fo great a Genius, and [uch an Excellent 
Wit, fhould have left the right Way, fuppofing, 
that what « obj-Ged againft him, betruz. For, 
adds he, I don’t take upon my Jelf to judge of 
fuch an important Affair; and Ll rather chufe ta 
believethofe who are wifer than lam, Poggius 
gives his Friend an Account of what patled 
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at the feveral Hearings of Ferome cf Prague. 
That Account is the more inftructive, be- 
caule it exactly agrees with the Acts, and be- 
fides contains feveral Particulars not to be 
found elfewhere. Poggius fays, that the 
Council having denied Jerome the Liberty of 
pleading his own Caufe in puvlick, betore 
he had anfwered the Accufations of his Ene- 
mies, Jcrome complaincd of it in thefe Words. 
“ What Injuftice! During Three Hundred 
and Forty Days that you have kept me in 
Irons, in a dark and nafty Dungeon, be- 
ing defticute of every thing, you have al- 
ways heard my Encmies, and you deny 
me an Hour’s Hearing. They have had 
as much Time, as they defired, to make 
“ou believe that I am an Heretick, an 
eatin to the Catholick Faith, a Verfecu- 
tor of the Clergy ; and doubtlefs this is 
the Reafon why you will not hear me, 
becaufe you have judged me before you 
could know what I am. And yet yeu 
are Men, and not Gods: You are mortal, 
and will not live for ever. - Nor are you 
Infallible: You may very well be mifta- 
ken, and deceived by others. ’Tis faid, 
“ that all the Knowledge and Wifdom of 
the World is to be found here : It con- 
cerns therefore your Glory and Reputa- 
tion to do nothing rafhly, and without 
mature Deliberation, left you fhould com. 
mit fome Injuftice. As for me, I am an 
inconfiderable Man ; and though my Life 
is in Danger, I know that I am mortal ; 
and ’tis not fo much for my own [ntereft 
that [ fpeak, as to prevent fo many wife 
Perfons from taking a Refolution, that 
will difhonour them, and prove an ill 
’recedent”’. Notwithftanding this Re- 
monftrance, ‘ferome was forced to anfwer 
the Accufations, before he could have the 
Liberty of pleading hisown Caufe. Poggius 
bears witnefs, that he anfwered with great 
Strength and Subti:ry, but without advan. 
cing any thing unbecoming a gond Man. 
So that, fays Poggius, if he did really believe 
what hz conf fled by Word of Mouth, far from de- 
ferving to be put to Death, be dia not fo much 
as give any Reafon to blame him. When they 
read the Article, wherein he was accufed of 
being the perpetual Calumniator of the A- 
poftolick Sce, and the moft violent Perfe- 
cutor of the Pope, the Cardinals, and all 
the Clergy. Fathers. faid he, which way fall 
I turn to obtain Juftice? It is from you, that I 
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foould expe? it; but they have made me fo edious, 
by reprefenting me as an Enemy of all my Fudges, 
that I muft mot flatter my felf with any hopes of 
faving my Life. My Enemies did deubtlefs be- 
lieve, that if all their Comtrivances to defiroy 
me were not fufficient for that Purpofe, you could 
net forbear condemning me, as your common Ene- 
- However, it appears from Pogg:us’s 

arrative, that Ferome did fometimes lofe 
Patience. He called fome of his Enemies 
Hypocrites, others Affes and Dogs, and others 
Impoftors, who {wore only that they might 
the more eafily deceive the Council. Lafily, 
having had, not without great Oppofition 
and Murmurs, the Liberty of fpeaking, he 
made the Difcourfe which we have {ten 
above. 

Here follows fome Particulars, that de- 
ferve fome Attention. ‘* Becaufe the whole 
** Matter ran chiefly upon the Witneffes, 
‘* fays Poggius, Fereme fhewed that no Cre- 
“* dit could be given to thofe who had been 
“ produced againft him, fince they had ra- 
ther confulted their Hatred and Paffion 
than Truth; and he did fo clearly explain 
the Motives of that Hatred, that he was 
like to perfuade every body. For every 
thing that he faid, was fo probable, thae 
excepting Matters of Faith, the Council 
did hardly make any Account of what the 
Witnefles had depofed againft him. Every 
body was moved with Compaffion, when 
they heard him cifcourfe of his Inclinati- 
ons, and of his Life, and Converfatian, 
which breathed nothing but Virtue and 
Probity. He faid among other things, 
that there was nothing more common, 
than to fee, among the Ancient Do€tors, 
the moft Learned Men prepofe difference 
Opinions, net to defiroy Faith, but to 
Clear the Truti; that St. 4u//n and St. je- 
rom differed in fome Points without any 
“ Sufpicion of Herefy”. He beftowed , 
fays Poggius, a long Encomium upon John 
Hus, and maintained, that he head never 
taught any thing againit the Church, and 
that he had only inveighed againft the dif: 
orderly Lives of the (fergy, the Pride and 
Oftentation of the Prelates; that he could 
not bear that Ecclefizftical Revenues, de. 
figned for Charitable Ufes and Hofpiraliry, 
for the building and repairing of Churches, 
fhould be employed in maintaining Courti- 
ers, keeping Dogs and Horfes, and buying 
fine Cloaths and rich Goods. Afterwards 
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Poggius commends the Prefence of Mind, 
and the great Courage , which Jerome difco- 
vered in his private Examinations, notwith- 
ftanding the Darknefs and Stink of his Pri- 
fon, Poggius defcribes his Intrepidity in the 
midft of Flames, in more exprefs Words 
than the Ancient Author of his Life, though 
a Difciple of Jchn Hus and Ferome of Prague. 
“ The Executioner defigning to fet the 
“* Wood-pile on fire backwards, that Zerome 
* might not fee it; Set st on fire, {aid he, 
** forewards, for if I had been afraid ef it, I 
“ might have avoided it. Such was the End, 
“‘ fays Poggius, of a Man more Excellence 
“ than any one can think. I have been an 
* Eye-Wirnefs of that Tragedy , and its fe- 
** veral A&s. I cannot tell whether he was 
** moved by Obftinacy or Incredulity. But 
you would have thoughr, that you faw 
** the Death of one of the Ancient Philofo- 
phers. Mucius Scevola put his Hand into 
“ the Fire , and Socrates fwallowed the Poi- 
‘fon, with lefs Courage and Intrepidity, 
“* than Jerome of Prague {uffered to be burnt 
“* alive”. 
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A FURTHER ACCOUNT of 
Mr. BASNAGE’s JEWISH 
ANTIQUITIES, or Critical Re- 
marks upon the Republick of the He- 
brews. (The Firft Account may 
be feen above, pag. 34. & fe7.) 


HE Second Book of this Work is divi- 
ded into Thirteen Chapters. 


I. In the Firft, Mr, Bafnage treats of the 
Origin of the Church, and of the Faith of our 
Firft Parents after their Fall; and then he ex- 
plains the Promifc, importing , that the Sced of 
the Woman fhould bruife the Serpent's Head. 

That Promife appeared fo obfcure to Cu- 
news, that he believed the Explication of it 
was only to be found in the XIIth Chapter 
of the Apocalypfe, where we read of a Wo- 
man, who brought forth a Child, which 
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was to rule all Nations with a Rod of Tron ; 
and then the Sacred Writer. mentions the 
great Dragon, the Old Serpent, called the Devil 
and Satan, caft out into the Earth with his Aus 
gels. Here is, fays Cuneus, the Seed of the 
Woman, which bruifes the Serpent’s Head. 
This Opinion is very different trom that of 
many Eminent Divines , and particularly of 
Heidegger t+, who finds in that Promife the 
deepeft Myfteries of the Chriftian Religion, 
and is of Opinion, that Eve difcovered Se. 
venteen great Truths contained in it. One of 
thofe Truths, is the Death and Satisfa&tion of 
the Meffizh, whereby Sinners are recon. 
ciled to God. But, fays Mr. Baf/nage, how 
can any one believe, that Eve did plainly 
fee in the Promife juft now mentioned, « 
Ged incarnate, who was to be born of a Virgin, 
and to deftroy the Empire of the Devilty way of 
SatisfaGion and free Grace? Our Author 
keeps a Medium between Cuneus’s Opinion, 
and that of Heidegger, and other Divines. 


II. The next Chapter contains feveral Ob. 
fervations upon Cain, Seth, the Place on which 
the Ark refted, and the Tower of Babel. Mr. 
Bafnage rejects the Opinion of a Modern 
Author +, who fays that there was in the 
Ark a Spirit of an Oleaginous Matter, 
which Noah had perfe&ted by Chymiftry, and 
which caft Beams like the Sun. That Mat- 
ter had a Twofold Ufe: It gave light to the 
Ark, and nourifhed the Men and the Ani- 
mals fhut up in it ; for that Matter was not 
only luminous, but alfo a nutritive Effence, 
which got into the Pores, the Nofe, and the 
Mouth ; and every Drop of it turned into 
Nourifhment. Me. Bafnage cannot believe , 
that Noah underftood Chymiftry. 

In the greateft part of this Chaprer, the 
Author confutes the Reafons, which Mr. Le 
Clerc, and Mr. Perizonius alledge for the 
Building of the Tower of Babel: He alfo 
confutes Dr. Vitringa’s Explication of the 
Confufion of Laxguages. The Readers may fee 
upon thofe Two Heads the Firft Volume of 
thefe Memoirs, Numb. LXXIII. Art. II. 
where I have given an Account of Mr. Peri- 
xonius’s Antiquities of Babylon. 
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+ Phyfica vetus & vera. Londini. 1702. 
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Ill. Mr. Bafnage proceeds to treat of the 
Privileges belonging co the Eldef? Sons of the Pa- 
triarchs. In the next place, he enquires, 
Whether the Church was confined to the Pofterity 
of Shem, and denies it. Laftly, he difcour- 
tes of Melchifedec. 

When Cunew put out his Treatife of the 
Republick of the Jews, fome fufpefted he had 
undertaken that Work chiefly to prove, that 
Melchifedec was the Son of God. This Opini- 
on, which is very Ancient, has been revi- 
ved in thefe latter times. Mr. Bafnage ob- 
ferves, that it plainly appears from the Nar- 
ration of Mofes, that Melchifedec was a King 
Contemporary with Abrabeam. He adds, 
that if the Author of the Epiftle to the Hee 
brews had not drawn myftical Confequences 
from what was done by that Prince, and re- 
prefented him as a Type of the Meffiah, no 
one would have thought of making an Angel 
of him, and much lefs a God,. Hence it is 
thae the Jews, who do not acknowledge the 
Epiftle to the Hebrews, are all agreed that 
Melchifedec was one of the Kings of the Land 
of Canaan. How can any one imagine, fays 
Mr. Bafnage, that the Son of God received 
from Abraham the Helmets, the Tents, the 
Horfes, and Spoils of the Kings that were 
overcome? How did the Logos difpofe of all 
thofe things? Did he reftore them to 4éra- 
bam, or leave them undifpofed of, when he 
returned into Heaven? 

In order to explain thefe Words in the 
Epiftle to the Hebrews, without Father, with- 
out Mother, without Defcent, having neither Be- 
ginning of Days, nor End of Life, but made like 
unto the Son-of God, abideth # Pricft continually ; 
the Author makes the following Obfervati- 
ons. ‘* The Eternity of Melcehifedec (fays 
“ he) is only a Typical Eternity ; and per- 
‘* haps there is not any one Perfon in all the 
“‘ Hiftory of the Old Teftament, who af- 
“ fords all the Chara&ters of Melchifcdec, out 
of which St. Paul formed an Argument, to 
“ fhew the Excellency of Chrift’s Prieft- 
“ hood. 1. There is no Man in the Anci- 
** ent Covenant, at leaft till the Time of the 
“© Maccabees, that was both a Prieft and a 
‘King. 2. None of the Ancient Priefts 
*¢ raifed himfelf fo far above 4braham, asto 
“« receive from him the Tenth Part of what 
“ he had, and give him his Bleffing. 3. No 
‘* Man, invefted with fuch Eminent Titles, 
** was ever fo lictle known; infoinuch that 


— 
“neither his Genealogy , nor the Time of 
‘* his Birth and Death, are recorded in the 
‘* Sacred Hiftory. All chofe Circumftances, 
“ to be found in the only Perfon of Me/chi- 
Jedec, made him a proper Subje& to bea 
“ Type of the Mefiah, and gave St. Paul 
Occalion to draw a Myftical Senfe from 
“* them. If any one compares Sr. Pau/'s Al- 
Jegory about Hagar and Sara, with the 


‘“* Mytteries unfolded by him in the If:ftory. 


of Melchifedec, they will both appear much 
the fame ; and if there is fome Obfcurity 
© in the latrer, the former is no lJefs obfcure. 
St. Pas! would never have put {uch an In- 
terpretation upon the Hiftory of Hagar, 
had he not been authorized to do it by the 
‘* myftical Explications, which were admit- 
“ted in his Time among the Jews, and 
“which they could not reje&, fince they 
** looked upon them as fo many Truths pre- 
‘* ferved by Tradition. The fame ought to 
“* be faid of the Hiftory of Melchifedec: That 
* Prieft and King, whofe Anceftors and 
“ Pofterity were altogether unknown, wes 
** accounted among the Jews of that Time, 
“a Kind of Eternal Man: No body knew 
‘* from whence he came, nor how he died : 
“* No body knew the Names of thofe, who 
** preceded or fucceeded him in his Prieft- 
** hood: He was only known from the Hi- 
* ftory of Mofes, who reprefented him as a 
** greater Man than Abraham. The two firft 
** Circumftances being looked upon by the 
** Jews as very fingular, and in fome mea- 
“ fure miraculous; or at leaft the Interpre- 
“* tation of the Myftical Eternity being ad. 
“ mitted by the Jewifh Dottors of that 
“ Time ; the Confequence which St. Paul 
drew from thence, to fhew the Excellen- 
“ cy of Melchifedec’s and Chrift’s Priefthood 
“* above the Levitical, was fo natural, that 
“* no body could deny it. Chrift made ufe 
“* of thofe Interpretations, that prevailed in 
“ his Time, to prove the Truth of the Re- 
** furreGtion from thefe Words, 1 am the 
‘© God of Abraham, &c. and to confirm other 
“* Myfteries caught by him ; and therefore 
“€ it can be no wonder, that St. Paul fhould 
“ have imitated his Mafter, and made ufe 
‘* of a Method generally received , to draw 
“ from it fome Confequences in Favour of 
“ Chrift , and the Chriftian Religion ’. 
Mr. Pa/nage confirms this Explication by 
fome Paflages out of Heathen Authors, 
which [ fhall not infere here, becaufe they 
are wellknown, H , find 
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I find in this Chapter an Obfervation upon 
the Book of 704, which deferves to be im- 
parted to the Readers. Mr. Bafnage obferves, 
that 706’s Friends have raifed all the Obje&i- 
ons that can be made againft Providence. 
“* Some ( continues be) have in thefe latter 
** Times given a more Polite and lefs Orien- 
“tal Turn to the Arguments of od’s 
** Friends; bur they are the fame Difficul- 
** ties revived, and urged with a Philofophi- 


"** cal Subtilry. However, thofe Men hada 


“* great Knowledge of Religion, and a great 
** Idea of God’s Juftice, and were fully per- 
“* fuaded, that a good Life is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to have a fhare in God’s Bleffings. 
If they raifed ftrong Obje&ions about the 
™ bape ag of 7 Men; David, and 
** che other Faithful of che Old Teftament, 
had the fame Scruples”. 


IV. This Chapter contains the Myfical 
Theology of the Egyptians; an Enquiry into 
this Queftion, Whether the Idolatry of the 
Ifraelites was derived from Egypt ; Obferva- 
tions upon the Brafen Serpent, the Bahalins, 
Solomon's Idolatry, &c. 

It is commonly believed, that the Three 
Sons cf Noah divided the World among 
themfelves ; that Zapheth removed into Eu- 
rope, Shem remained in Afia, and Ham went 
into Africa. But, fays Mr. Bafnage, how 
can any one think that the Sons of Nosh 
knew the World fo well, as to divide it fo 
exaétly, and without any Reafon, fince their 
Families were not numerous enough fo re- 
move into fo far diftant Countries? How 
can any one fancy, that Ham left the Banks 
of Euphrates, and went through dreadful 
Defarts to people Egyp: and Africa ? Is it rea- 
fonable to think, that Men fhould have left 
fuch vaft Regions empty to go into Egypt ? 
The Account of Mofes is more natural ; for 
h: fays the Patriarchs removed from one 
Country tothe next, according as they mul- 
tiplied ; and fince he affirms, that the Earth 
was divided in the Fifth Generation from 
Nosh, viz. under Peleg, it may be inferred 
from thence, that Ham and Mizraim never 
went into Egype. 

*Tis true, Egypt is called the Land of Ham, 
and the Land of Mizraim ; but this Reafon, 
on which Bochart does fo much infift, is not 
fo folid as it feems to be at firft. For there 
is no need of fuppofing, that Ham and Miz- 
raim went into Egypt, becaufe that Counrry 
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was Called by their Names, fince their Pofte- 
rity in the Fifth and Sixth Generations might 
have called it by the Names of the Founders 
of their Families, as fome Parts of America 
have had their Names from Men, who never 
went into it. Now if it be true, that Ham 
never removed into Africa, it cannot be faid 
that he introduced Idolatry into that Coun. 
try, and that he was worfhipped there under 
the Name of Jupiter Hammon. 

And indeed the moft Ancient Nations, 
and particularly the Egyptians, paid no Reli- 
gious Worfhip to Men, but to the Celeftiat 
Bodies. The Sun and the Moon were their 
firft Deities. Befides, Enoch, Enos, Nosh, 
and Shem, had no Altars and Temples ere&ted 
to them; and yet the Pofterity of thofe Pa- 
triarchs knew that they were the Founders of 
their Families. The Defcendants of Shem 
were guilty of Idolatry, as well®s the Pofte- 
rity of Ham and Japbeth: How comes it 
then, that we fee no Veftige of any Religi- 
ous Worfhip paid to Shem in Afia , as well as 
to Ham in Africa? Canaan was not worthip- 
ped by the Cansanites, nor Mizraim by the 
Egyptians, nor any other Head of a Colony; 
how comes it that Ham is the only one wb. 
had fuch an Honour beftowed upon him ? 
How came the Egyptians to remember him, 
ei One or Two Thoufand Years after 

is Death, to make a God of him, and to 
build a Temple to him in the burning Sands 
of Lybia? The Temple of Jupiter Hammon, 
on which Bechart grounds his Opinion, can 
never be a folid Proof of it. We know not 
the ae of that Temple; and thofe Hifto- 
rians who mentioned it firft, lived at a great 
Diftance from the Time of the Patriarchs, 
It were in vain to fuppofe that the Temple: 
of Jupiter Hammon was built by the firft In- 
habitants of Egypt; or that the Ezyptians, 
after Five Hundred or a Thoufand Years, 
remembred Ham, and made him their chief 
Deity. Ofiris and Ifs were the great and the 
moft Ancient Deities of the Zeyptians : Will 
any one fay, that they were Ham and his 
Wife ? Ic cannot be denied , that they were 
the Sun and Moon. Mr. Bafnage makes fe- 
veral other Obfervations , to fhew that Ham 
was not worshipped in Egypt under the Name 
of Hammen. He makes alfo feveral judici- 
ous Remarks upon the Theology and Idola- 
try of the Egyptian: ; but I cannot enlarge 
upon them. 
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Ta the next place, the Author treats at 
large of the Idolatry of the Patriarchs, and 
of the Ifracites in the Wildernefs: Which 
gives him Occafion to explain thefe Words 
of the Prophet Amos V. 25, 26. Have ye offer- 
cd unto me Sacrifices and Offerings in the W.lacr- 
nefs Forty Years, O Houfe of Ifrael? But ye have 
born the Tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun, 
your Images, the Star of your God, which ye 
made to your felves. Mr. Bafnage has inferted 
here a large -Differtation upon this Paflage, 
wherein he undertakes to prove, that Moloch 
and Chiun are the Sun and Moon. I muft ob- 
ferve, that Mc. Ba/nage does frequently cri- 
ticize Bochart in this Chapter. That Famous 
Author is full of uncertain Conjectures; 
and perhaps chofe who call his Works « 
Learned Romance, have not a wrong Notion 
of them. Let this be faid without pretend- 
ing to Ieffen the Merit of that Excellent 
Man, who was one of the greateft Orna. 
ments of the Proteftant Churches of France. 


V. In the nexe Chapter, the Author treats 
of the Infpiration of the Ancient Prophets, 
and fhews how things to come were revealed 
to them by the Holy Spirit. Afterwards he 
enquires, whether a Man’s Temper, and 
fome Preparation, were neceffary to qualify 
him for a Prophet. 


VI. Here Mr. Ba/nage undertakes to prove 
at large, that the Imagination of the Jewish 
Prophets was not difordered ; that they had 
no violent Agitations , and did nothing that 
was unbecoming, and like the A@ions of 
mad Men. 


VII. This leads the Author to the Oracles 
of the Heathens. He examines in this 
Chapter, whether thofe Oracles were deli- 
vered by the Devil, or whether they were 
only mere Impoftures of crafty and intereft- 
ed Priefts. Mr. Bafnage maintains che laft 
Opinion, “* which, fays he, began to be ge- 
*S nerally received, after the publifhing 
“* of Two Books upon that Subjedt ; the 
** one written with great Learning by Mr. 
‘© Van Dale, and the other with great Polite. 
“ nefs by Mr. de FonteneZe. But Father Bal. 
** gus, who has printed an Anf{wer to the Hiftee 
‘* ry of Oracles, pretends to have proved by 
“0 the Authority of the Fathers, that the 
es — were the Authors of thofe O- 
= rac * 
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“ Tcannot tell, whether Mc. de Fontenelle 
“ has yielded the Field of Battel, out of 
“ refpect for the HolyFathers,whofe Autho- 
“ riry becomes every Day more formidable. 
** Bue I know very well, that his Silence 
“* cannot proceed from the Weaknels of his 
** Caufe, nor from Want of Ability to de- 
** fend it. A Work, which has been ap- 
** plauded for fo many Years, cannot lofe 
“its Merit by a fingle Attack; but thole 
** who are not afraid of the Devil, are 
afraid of Men, who bring in Religion and 
“ Authsrity to their Affiftance”. This Pat- 
fage is taken from the Author's Preface. 
Father Balius (fays Mr. Bafnage) ‘‘ has on 
“ his fide the Fathers of the Church, to 
** whom a long Series of Ages has procured 
‘fa great Veneration. A Prince leading an 
“ Army into Egypt to conquer that Country, 
“* caufed many Cats, Dogs, and other Ani- 
** mals confecrated to Religion, to march 
“ before the Army,becaufe he knew chat the 
** Egyptians feeing their Gods, or rather the 
** Symbols of their Deities, would not fall 
‘* upon the Enemy, for fear of killing thofe 
“ Animals. This Contrivance had a good 
** Succefs: The Army got into Egypt with- 
** out ftriking a Blow, The fame may be 
“* faid of Father Ba/sus : He marches being 
** preceded by a Squadron of Fathers, and 
“* Holy Do&ors of the Church. Ae their 
“« Sight, the Readers are filled with Refpe& 
*‘ and Amazement: They dare not break 
“ through thofe Saints , to confute the Ar- 
“* guments that follow them: They refolve 
“ to be filenc”, Mr. Bafnage declares, thac 
he does not pretend to wrong the Fathers, 
by comparing them with the Animals above. 
mentioned. 


VIH. The Defign of this Chapter is to 
fhew, that che falfe Prophets of che Old 
Teftament are never reprefented as being 
a&ted by the Devil, but as mere Impoftors 
who undertook to delude the People. If it 
be asked, how the Ancient Fathers came to 
be of another Opinion, Mr. Bafnage anfwers, 
that they lived at a Time when a much 
greater Power was afcribed to the Demons 
and Genii than in former Ages. The Vo- 
&rine of the Greeks, relating to this Head, 
was admitted by the Jews ; and feveral Phi- 
lofophers having embraced Chriftianity , 
brought into it that Part of the Platonick 
Philofophy. = a is highly efteem- 
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ed by fome Chriftian Communities: They 
follow his Principles, make ufe of his Defi- 
nitions, and apply them to Religion, whea 
they appear convenient to explain Myfteries. 
Men do feldom give over all the Principles 
which they have learned in Schools. The 
Fathers left out of the Philofophy of their 
Mafters what appeared to them inconfiftent 
with the Chriftian Religion ; but they kept 
feverz] Notions, which they thought might 
be reconciled with the Chriftian Doétrines. 
Their defire of reconciling great Myfteries 
with the Platonick Philofophy was the Occa- 
fion of {everal Miftakes : ( Mr. Bafnage fays 
that he will prove it one Day demonftra- 
tivel Thofe Fathers had a good Intenti- 
on; and therefore we muft excufe their 
wrong Expreffions. Tis certain that they 
afcribed to the Demons and Genii, Dreams, 
nocturnal Vifions, Oracles, and every thing 
that concerned the Divination of the Hea- 
thens, as Plato did. Why therefore fhould 
any one deny that they had this Notion from 
that Philofopher ? 

Befides, it has been obfervedthat the Fa- 
thers, who adopted that Platonick Do&rine, 
made ufe of it to fet off the Glory of the 
Chriftian Religion. For , whilft they af- 
cribed a great Power to the Demons, they 
veprefented them at the fame time very obe- 
dient to the Chriftians ; infomuch that, (as 
we are told,) a Child who was baptized, had 
a perfe& Command over the Devils ; and 
the Father of Lies was forced to tell the 
Truth to the meaneft Chriftian, who asked 
him a Queftion. 


IX. In the next Chapter, Mr. Bafnage 
makes feveral Obfervations to invalidate the 
‘Tradition of the Fathers concerning the O. 
racles of the Heathens. 


X. The Author examines occafionally 
what has been faid by the Ancient Fathers, 
in Favour of che SiéyZine Oracles ; and main- 
tains they were forged by a Chriftian in 
the fecond Century. Blondel, fays he, has 
proved it demonftratively. “‘ The Fathers, 
‘* continues Mr. Bafnage, fhould have difco. 
“ vered the Falfity of thofe Oracles ; and if 
“‘ they have not done it, ’tis becaufe they 
“" were not fenfible of the Impofture, which 
betrays their Want of Judgment ; or be- 
caufe fucha pious Fraud appeared to them 
very advantageous to Religion; and there- 
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‘* fore they did not think it proper to unde. 
“ ceive the People upon that Head % ”, 


XI. This Chapter concerns the Tradition 
of the Fathers about the Extajics of the Prophets. 
Mr. Bafnage defigns to write a Book wherein 
he will fhew that there have been Fanaticks 
in all Religions. Ihave heard the late Mr. 
Dedwell fay that Mr. Mafon, a Clergyman of 
Buckinghamfbire, was the only Fanatick that 
ever was feen in the Church of England. If 
it be fo, Mr. Bafnage will be very fhort in 
thae Part of his Book relating to that illuftri- 
ous Church. Our Author has a very mean 
Opinion of the Paftor of Hermas. It con- 
tains, fays he, ‘‘ a great many things which 
** are only read, becaufe they are Ancient ; 
** and were it not for its Antiquity, every 
** body would think that Book was written 
* bya Vifionary. 


XII, XIII. In the Two laft Chapters, the 
Author confutes the Opinion of the Fathers 
about the Oracles of the Heathens, and un- 
dertakes to prove that they were without a. 
ny Exception mere Contrivances and Impo- 
flures of the Priefts. Thefe Two Chapters 
are worth reading. 

Mr. Bafnage is Very well known in the Re- 
publick of Letters by feveral LearnedWorks, 
fome whereof have been tranflated into Eng- 


lifh. 





KH The Readers may fee the Fudgment of Sca- 
liger about the Sibylline Oracles above, pag. 7. 
col. 1. 
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TRAITEL’ de la Goute, qui conti- 
ent une maniere fure & facile 
de la guerir,cprouvée par l’Aureur 
meme, qui etoir affiigé de cette 
maladie. A Amfterdam, chez 
les Freres Chatelain. 1713. 


That is, A TREATISE of the Gout, 
containing anealy and infallible MQ¢- 
thod of curing it, tried by the Author 

him- 
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kimfilf, who was afflicted with that 
Difeaje. Aratterdam. 1713. in 
12. Pagg. 67. 


This Book ts mot come to my Hands. The fol- 
lowing Article taken from the Journal des 
Scavans. 


HTS is not the Work of a Speculative 

Man, but of a fick Perfon, who having 
cured himfelf of the Gout, is willing to im- 
part to us what he has Jearned by Experience 
concerning that Difeafe. He explains him- 
felf thus in his Preface. 1 fha% not fay: I 
have been told fo; I have read it; I have feen 
it prattifed; but I have praitifed it upon my 
Self, and for my felf. From whence one may 
judge, that Imuft necds be better qualified than 
any body elfc, to propofe a Method of preventing 
and curing a Difeafe, with which I have been fo 
much aflifed, and from which | have happily 
refcued my [elf with the Remedics which I impart 
so you. Perhaps the Readers will fay, that 
whatever the Author may affirm concerning 
the Goodnefs and Virtue of fuch Remedies, 
one can hardly give Credit to it, fince the 
Gout is anincurable Evil. But he anfwers 
that it is a matter of Fa&, and that Experi- 
ence will confirm the Truth of what he fays. 
He adds, that itis no fmal] Miftake to main- 
tain that the Gout is incurable; and gives 
feveral Reafons for it , which we omit, to 
come to the Book it felf. 

In the firft Place, the Author mentions 
two Sortsof Gout, the one hot, and the o- 
ther cold, and diftinguifhes them by the fol- 
lowing Signs, If che Application of hot 
Medicaments upon the tender Part gives 
fome eafe, ’tisa Sign that the Gout is cold ; 
to which one mu add the Whitenefs of the 
Skin, the Softnefs of the Flefh, anda lin- 
pring Pain If, on the contrary, the Ap- 
plication of cold Remecics eafes the Pain, 
tis a Sign that the Gout is hot ; which ap- 

ears more plainly from the Rednefs of the 
Part, and the fharp and violent Pain. Not 
but that a cold Gout is frequently attended 
with a fharp Pain and Rednefs; but chat 
Pain and chatRednefs are muc hmore fenfible 
in the hot Gout, 

After thefe Obfervations, our Author dif. 
courfes of rhe Caufes of rhe Gout: He leaves 
it to the ’hyficians to enquire into the Na- 
ture of thofe Caufes, being contented to di- 
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vide them into External and Internal. The 
External Caufes are the Sun, the dampifh 
Vapour that falls after Sun-fet, an exceflive 
Cold, ora violent Heat, fitting up too Sate 
in the Night , too much Sleep, too much 
Reft, Eating and Diinking with Excefs , the 
frequent Ute of venereal Vleafures, the Con- 
folida:ion of Iffues, Ulcers , arfd Fiftula’s. 
As for the Internal Ciufes, the Author {ays 
only that it is a certain Difpofition of the 
Blood and Humours , proper to produce 
that Difeafe, which Difpofition is often Hee 
reditary It appears from thofe Words that 
the Author does not pretend to enter into a= 
ny Difcuflion concerning the Nature of that 
Diftemper ; and therefore he only prefcribes 
the Remedies fic for the Gout, and the Diet 
which a Man muft keep to, when he is fub- 
je& cto chat cruel Oifeafe. A Gouty Man, 
fays he, muft avoid being angry ; and I ne- 
ver fell into a Paffion againft my Servants or 
other People, without perceiving my III- 
nefs to increafe. He muft never fleep in the 
Day, and never go to Bed but three or four 
Hoursafter Supper. The Author adds, that 
when a Gouty Man is very fleepy in the 
Day, ’tis a fign he will quickly be tormen- 
ted with the Gout. Whereupon he alledges 
hisown Example. When I had a great mind, 
fays he, to ecp in the Day, I ufed to fay, (and 
I was never mifiaken,)that I should quickly have 
a Fit of the Gout, The Readers will find 
here every thing, which Gouty People ought 
to obferve in Relation to the Exercife of the 
Body and Mindy in Relation to Heat and 
Cold, Eating and Drinking, and all other 
Things which the-Phyficians cail net natural. 
As for what concerns Aliments, the Au- 
thor divides them into threeClafles, 1. Thofe, 
which a Gouty Man ought never to ufe : 
2. Thofe, which he mult feldom ufe: 3. 
Thofe, that are proper for him. The firit, 
altogether forbidden by the Author, are un. 
leavened Bread , Rie- bread , Beef, Hare’s- 
flefh, Salt Meat, every Thing fried in a Pan, 
Muthrooms , Chaftenuts, thick Milk, Cu. 
cumbers, Milk-Meats, Peafe , Beans, Len- 
tils, French Beans , old Cheefe, hard Eggs, 
Muftard, Vinegar, and all Sorts of Spice, 
fuch as Pepper, Ginger, Cloves, Cinnamon, 
Nutmegs, and Saffron; Rad: thes, Garlick, 
Onions, Leeks; and as for Herbs, Rocker, 
Fennel, Shalots , Oe. all of them being 
fharp Alimeuts, end confequently hurtful co 
the Difeales of the Nerves, 
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Thofs of the fecond Clafs, which muft be 
feldom ufed, are Cakes and Bread with Eggs, 
Bacon, headed Cabbages, Melons, Turnips, 
oafted Cheftauts, Pork, Verjuice, Sallets, 
efpecially chofe of Puysflane, Almonds, Wal- 
nuts, {mall Nurs, the thick Subftance where. 
of is never digefted; and laftly Fith. 

The Alimeats of the third Clafs, proper 
for Gouty People, are Veal, Mutton, Kids, 
Rabbets, Pigeons, Chicken , Capons , Par- 
tridges, Pheafants, Gc. 

Ic is a Queftion whether the Ufe of Wine 
is proper for Gouty People: Our Author 
maintains the Affirmative, and pretends that 
a moderate Ufe of Wine is better for a Gou- 
ty Manthan Water, which can only produce 
Crudities in his Stomach. The Readers 
will find here a Method of preparing feve- 
ral Prifanes very fic for the Gout, We fhall 
not give an Account of them , nor mention 
what the Author fays of Purging in general, 
and of a Specifick Purge which he made ufe 
of to cure himfelf. *Tis better to read thofe 
Articles in the Book, by Reafon of feveral 
neceflary Circumftances with which they 
are attended, and which could not be infert- 
ed here without great Prolixity. 

Ie is not proper that a Gouty Man fhould 
conftantly purge himfelf ; but he muft at all 
times keep his Belly loofe. To that end the 
Author advifes him to eat frequently Prunes 
boiled in fugared Water , and even to drink 
the Deco€tion at the beginning of his Meals. 
He advifes him alfo to ufe Broth made with 
Mallows, Blits, Marygolds, Spinage, Bug- 
lofs , Mercury, and other laxative Herbs ; 
Soops made with Endive. Succory, Sorrel, 
Lettices, Sparagrafs, Purflane and Gramen. 
Whereupon we fhall obferve that theAuthor, 
who forbids Gouty People to eat Purflane in 
a Sallet, allows of it ina Soop , and reckons 
itamong cordial Herbs: Doubtlefs the Rea- 
fon of it is, though the Author does not ex- 
plain himfelf about it, that raw Purflane is 
far from being fo good as when it is boiled. 
The Author prefcribes alfo the Ufe of Quid- 
deny to Gouty People , to keep their Body 
open ; but we think our felves obliged to 
obferve that Quiddeny muft be eaten at the 
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end of one’s Meal; otherwife inftead of 
loofening , it binds. The Ufe of Honey 
is no lefs wholfom for Gouty People at the 
end of Meals, than thatef Quiddeny. The 
Author advifes to eat it upon a Toaft: He 
obferves that fince the bare Juice of Plants 
contains fo great Virtues for the Prefervati« 
on of Health, thar Juice being induftrioufly 
gathered and wrought by the Bee, muft needs 
have greater Virtues ftill. 

Our Author does very carefully examine 
what Ufe Gouty People oughtto make of 
Bleeding, Sudorificks, Vomits, Diureticks, 
Friftions, and Glifters ; and every thing thac 
he fays upon this Subje&, is worth reading. 
Afterwards he propofes a particular and ex- 
cellent Veficatory, which he himfelf made 
ufe of with good Succefs. He fhews how 
it ought to be ufed, and omits nothing that 
is neceflary in order to know at what time 
that Remedy ought to be applied ; and upon 
what Pare ic muft be applied , when the 
Gout removes from one Place to another. 
That Blifter is not only good ta take off the 
Gouty Humour, but is alfo an excellent 
Remedy for the Tooth-ake, as the Author 
affirms. Perhaps the Readers will be well 

leafed to find here the Compofition of that 

emedy. Take a Dram of the Plaifter dy- 
tra rupturam, half a Dram of the Maftick- 
Plaifter, and four Grains of Opium. Make 
a Plaifter of the whole, in the middle of 
which you'll put three or four Grains of 
Cantharides. For the Tooth.ake, that Bli- 
fter muft be applied to the Temples , when 
the Humour runs; but when it has done 
running, it muft be applied under the Ear. 
The Author imparts to the Publick many 
other ufeful Refle&tions , either to cure or 
to prevent the Gout; and concludes with 
praying God that all Gouty People, who 
fhall ufe the Remedies mentioned in this 
Book, may be as much eafed by them as he 
himfelf has been. 

I have tranflated, and inferted this Article 
here, for the Sake of thofe Readers, who are fub- 
jet to the Gout. 


H A N Os 
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HANOVER. 


R. Barckbard has publifhed an Hiftori- 
M cal Account of the Fate. of the Latin 
Tongue in Germany, for the Space of Seven- 
teen Hundred Years and above. 


De Lingue Latina in Germania per XVII. 
facula amplius fatis Commentarii, Aucore Faco- 
bo Burckbard, Sulzbaco Palatino. Hanovera. 
1713. én 8v0. 


The Author is of Opinion, that the Latin 
Tongue was not known beyond the Elbe, for 
the Space of Four Hundred Years after 
Chrift. That Language was hardly ufed in 
Germany, efpecially in the Northern Part of 
it, during the V. VI. VII. and VIIIch Cen- 
turies. About the latter End of the VIIIth 
Century, and the Beginning of the IXth, it 
began to be cultivated in that Country by 
the Care of Charlemagne, who ordered that 
Latin Schools fhould be fet wp in all the 
Monafteries of Germany ; but notwithftand- 
ing fuch an Order, the Latin Tongue made 
a very fmall Progrefs, becaufe the Monks 
defpifed Learning, and were wholly addi&ted 
to Senfuality. Whereupon the Author dif- 
courfes of the fhameful Ignorance of the 
Clergy inthofe Times. They believed that 
a Prieft was called Preshyter, quod preberet 
Suis iter; and derived the Word Diabolus 
from duo and bolus, eo quod ex bomine devoran- 
de duos faceret bolos, unum de corpore, de anime 
alterum. This Ignorance lafted Five Hun- 
dred Years longer Ie was in the XVth 
Century, that the Latin Tongue began to 
be ferioufly cultivated in Germany, in Imita- 
tion of the Emperor Maximilian 1 and many. 
other Princes. That Languaye appeared in 
aliies Luftre in the XVIth Century ; and 
the Author obferves, that the Germans were 
particularly indebted to Erafmus for the Re- 
ftoration of Learning in their Country. 
The Study of the Latin Tongue began to be 
neglected even in the XVith Century ; and 
Mr. Burckhard alledges feveial Reafowis for it. 
The XVI[cth Century has produced feveral 
Authors in Germany, Eminent for the Purity 
of the. Lasin Style; but they are far from 


being fo numerous as thofe who lived in the 
XVIth Century. 

This Book contains many Curious Parti- 
culars; and the Readers will.find in it an 
Account of feveral Learned Men of Ger- 
many. 


LEIP SIC K, 


THe UGH it be a falfe and impious 
Opinion to maintain, that all Religions, 
without any Exception, are only a Bridle 
and a Bug-bear to keep People to their Du- 
ty ; yet ic cannot be denied, that Religion is 
alrogether neceffary to curb and reftrain che 
exorbitant Paffions of Mea, and that 'tis bets 
ter for a State to have a falfe Religion, than 
none atall. Ic is alforrue , that fome Reli- 
gions have been the Contrivance of Politici« 
ans;. but the Falfity of fuch Religions ma 

eafily be difcovered. Hence it is, that Wife 
Men among the Heathens were fenfible cf 
the Vanity of the publick Worfhip of fo 
many Deities; but moft of them difflembled 
their Belief, for fear of being punifhed, or 
for fome private Intereft. This Confidera- 
tion moved Mr. Sartorius to write a Book 
concerning the Hypocrify of the Heathens., 
juft now mentioned ; and at the fame time, 


he gives an Account of the Hypocrify of: 


thofe Heathens, who were perfuaded of the 


Truth of the Religion eftablifhed in their: 
Country. 


Joannis Sartorii, Elog, O Poef: in Athenes 
Gedanenfi P. P. de Hypecrifi Gentilium circa. 
culeum Deorum Schediajma Literarium, Lipa 
fia. 1713. in 4¢0. 


There are in this Work feveral Learned: 


Digreffions, which give no fmall Light to: 


the Pagan Religion. 


FART S. 


HE Antiquities, lately found in the 
Cathedral Church of this City, have 


occafioned feveral Letcers concerning thofe- 
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Monuments between Mr, de Leibnitz and 
Mr. Baudelot. The former does not approve 
the Explications of the latter. Thole Let- 
ters have not been publifhed. 


Father Germon is writing a Book concern- 
ing the Salick Law, 


Father /: Nourry is printing the fecond 
Volume of his Apparatus ad Bibliothecam Pae 
trum maximam. 


Father Echard is preparing for the Prefs 
the Bibliotheca Ordinis Predicatorum. 


A Bookfeller of this City is reprinting the 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of Father Noel Alexan- 
dre. 


Dr. Du Pin defigns to tranflate into Latin 
his Bibliotheque of Ecclefisftical Writers. That 
Edition will come*out with many Additions. 


The Learned Mr. Huct, heretofore ee 
of Avranches , enjoys a pretty good Healt 
in his old Age. He lives in the profefled 
Houfe of the Jefuits of this City, to whom 
he defigns to leave his Library. 


Mr. Galand will publifh in time a Di&tio- 
nary relating to Medals , and fome other 
Learned Works, which he has compofed by 
Order of the Academy of Medals and In- 


dcriptions. 


THE Abbot Renaudot has publifhed the 
following Book. 


Hiforia Patriarcharum Alexandrinorum Fa- 
cobitarum a D. Marco ufque ad finem Seculi 
XIII. cum catalogo [equentium Patriircharum 
c» collefaness hifforicu: ad ultima tempora [pee 
Gantibus. Inferuntur multa ad res Ecclefiafticas 
Facopitarum Patriarchatus Antiockheni, Athio- 
pie, Nubli@, O Armenia portincntia. Accedst 


Epitome Hiftorie Mubamedana ad illuftrandas 
res Megyptiacas. Omnia colica ex Autoribus 
Avrabicu , Severo Epifcopo Afchmonine, Mia 
chacle Epifcopo Tancos, Ephrem filio Zaraa, As 
bulbircat Ce aliis anonymis: tum ex editis Eu- 
tychio, Elmacine, Abulfaregio, Chronico Ortene 
tali, diverfifque Historie Muhamedane Scripe 
toribus Avabicis C» Percifis. Parficis. 1713. in 


4to. pagg. 612. 


I fhall give an Account of this Book, af. 
foon as it comes to my Hands. 


A SECOND Edition of the Di&ionary 
of the French Academy is a€tually in the Prefs, 
It will come out with a large Addition of 
new Examples. Many Definitions have been 
alcered in that Work. ¥ 





ERRATA. 


PAG. 19. col. 1. lin. 5, from the bottom, 
read, Criterium. Pag. 30. col. 1. lin. 20, from 
the bottom, inftead of True Valour does not 
confift in being] concerned, read, True Va- 
lour does not confift in being unconcerned. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


HES E Memoirs: may be had 
of the Bookfellers of London 
and Weftmintfter. 


They are alfo to be bad of Mrs, 
Dodd and Mrs. Bolter near Temple- 
Bar; of Mrs. Bond, and Mrs. Bole 
ter at Charing-crofs ; and at Mr, 
Dawfon’s in Hunt’s-Court, in St. Mar- 
tin’s Lane, near the Church. 
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